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Dec. 23, 1914

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

111 compliance with the provisions of chapter 452 of th
Nt the following parActs of 1910, I have the hon r t

if the twenty-fifth annual report of the Commission coverin.
the year ending 30, 1914, which contains reconi

mendations for legislative action accompanied by a draft
a bill embodying the legislation recommended.

Respectfully yours

Chairman, Board of Free Public Library C

Ciie Ccimimiimir.ilil) of agassacjnisetts.

CHARLES F. B. BERBER
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EXTRACT FROM THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FREE PUBLIC
LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS.

Recommendations.

The Free Public Library Commission this year asks for
no increased appropriation. It asks only authority to admin-
ister more effectively and economically the income provided
by the Legislature of 1914.

In previous reports the Commission has called attention
to the need of such expert assistance to the small librarie
of the Commonwealth as is rendered by the superintendents
of schools to the school committees and teachers of the state.
In more than a third of the libraries in Massachusetts the
salaries of librarians are merely nominal, averaging less than
$2 a week. In many libraries, through the generosity of the
townspeople and others, the collections of books have so in-
creased as to be capable of rendering great assistance to
serious students and in reference work with the schools if the
librarians understood how to make them adequately available.
Special efforts have been made this year by the Board of
Education and the Commission to make the resources of
these libraries more useful to the schools, and in this work
the untrained librarian requires expert advice and aid. Such
assistance can often be given more economically by utilizing
some qualified librarian in a neighboring library than by in-
curring the expense of travel and loss of time which are
required when an agent from the Commission is sent to re-
mote towns from Boston. Under authority of existing legis-
lation the Commission has lately experimented in a few
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oca ities in the use of local talent with marked success. The
i cu ty has been to ascertain the qualifications of librarians

n 10 might be willing to perform such service.
The Commission also finds it impossible under present

conditions to properly assist trustees who constantly seek
advice in the selection of librarians and assistants. The Com-
mission this year has been obliged to recommend librarians
in many cases simply on the information supplied by the
candidates themselves and the references they have furnished.
The call for library workers usually comes unexpectedly and
must be filled without delay. Trustees looking for librarians
often require definite qualifications, such as a librarian who
can build up the work with the schools, an assistant who is
a good cataloguer or understands reference work, etc., which
makes it desirable that the Commission should classify and
grade the applicants it recommends.

Authority similar to that now exercised by the Board of
Education in respect to teachers, agents and superintendents,
would enable the Library Commission to accomplish its work
more economically and efficiently and to render greater as-
sistance to the trustees and librarians of the State.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Examination and Registration by the Board

of Free Public Library Commissioners of Certain Libra-
rians and Library Workers.r

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

it enacted by the SenateI
General Court assembledin

as followSam

free public library conimis-
d determine by examination
dr the selection and appoint-
ans and all other library

Section 1. The board of
sioners is hereby authorized t

or such rules as it may establi
merit of supervising librari

1

4
workers who are paid wholly or in part under the au-
thority of said board from the treasury of the common-
wealth.

(

Section 2. The board shall keep a registry of libra-
rians which shall give due credit for experience and suc-
cessful accomplishment as well as for formal examination,
in order to- assist library trustees who seek advice from
the board in securing qualified librarians and assistants.

1
>
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Section 3. Any expense incurred under this act shall
be paid from the appropriation for expenses as author-
ized under section two of chapter three hundred and
seventy-three of the acts and resolves of the year nineteen

1

4
hundred and fourteen.

C!)t Commontuealtj) of Q^assaclnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1


