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RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONTAINED IN THE
FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
REGISTRATION OF NURSES.

According to a custom in this State, at the beginning of a
plan for the registration of persons to practice certain pro-
fessions, those engaged in the practice of nursing at the time
of the passage of the act providing for the establishment of
the Board of Registration of Nurses, were allowed to register
without examination if they had had a certain amount of
experience. This provision permitted those who depended
upon their work as a nurse for a livelihood to continue in
such work, and was a plan to favor the nurse and not the
public. However much might have been said in favor of
this plan, there is no longer any need for this discrimination,
and the profession of nursing demands so much in the way
of experience and learning that it is desirable that all who
engage in this occupation should come up to some adequate
standard. The incompetent should now give way to the qual-
ified nurse, but the requirements of the State should not be
so severe as to prevent honorable and efficient workers in this
field from exercising their talents up to their capacity. It
is generally known that the so-called experienced nurse is an
important factor in caring for those who may not need expert
service, and her lower fee furnishes to many a resource which
is not met in any other way, but she should be under super-
vision. She should be made to conform to some standard,
and when found to be incompetent, should forfeit her right
to practice.

Under the present law any nurse can practice her profes-
sion in this State, and a very large number have continued
to do so without having been registered.
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Evidence goes to show that there are nurses in Massachu-
setts who are not only incompetent to do the simplest nursing
service well, but far worse, there are nurses devoid of ethical
sense who are not safe persons to be in charge of children or
other patients who cannot protect themselves from improper
or imperfect service.

Even where a non-registered nurse has shown incompe-
tency or immorality, she cannot, at the present time, be pre-
vented from moving to other localities and continuing her
work, whereas, if registered under a good law, such registra-
tion could be revoked for cause, and such persons prevented
from continuing in a career for which they are not fitted.

The incongruity of the present law can be best appreciated
when one realizes that the Board of Registration of Xurses

an only put on record its approval of such nurses as may
choose to apply for this distinction but cannot exercise any
control or supervision over nurses who have not applied for
registration.

The Board recommends the passage of an amendment to
the present act which will provide for the registration of tw
classes of nurses. The title E. N., meaning registered nurse
authorized for nurses who are graduates of approved training
schools, and who can meet the requirements of an examina
tion which would determine the fitness of a nurse to do ai

work a nurse might be called upon to do, and another title,
that of H. N., meaning household nurse. Such nurses, with
the title H. N., would, under this act, be permitted to take
care of ordinary cases of illness, but could not nurse major
surgical cases or make vaginal examinations in obstetric work.

There is legislative precedent for this provision in chapte
526 of the Acts of 1909, under which certain osteopathic
physicians were granted a limited registration.

In the proposed amendment, it would, moreover.
ible for anv nurse who should subsequently secure a diploma

from a recognized school to secure registration for unlimi
opportunity, and would in some instar
stone to advanced standing

the chairman of the Be
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present law, is inadequate for the demands made upon her
time, and the Board recommends an amendment to section 7,
covering the same.

Section ten should he amended to conform to the amend-
ments heretofore recommended.

Section eleven should be amended by inserting, after the
word u to ” and before the word “ gratuitous ”, in the first
line, the words: emergency or to, and by striking out all
of the text after the word “ family ” in the second line.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fiftee

AN ACT
Relative to the Registration of Nurses.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.
',ame, as fc

of the year nineteen hundred
by striking out all of the said

mty-nine of the acts
3 and ten is hereby amer

ace thereof the following: —•

)r registration shall be made
4 section, and inserting in j

3 board, and shall be signed
ts. Applicants for registra-

upon blanks furnished by tl
and sworn to by the applica:

hall furnish the board withtioi
) satisfactory proof that they jre twenty-one years of age

i that they have re-10 or over, of good moral ch.
luation from a training school
lent by the board, shall, upon

11 ceived a certificate of
12 for nurses, considered effic

13 the payment of a fee of five dollars, be examined, and if
14 found qualified, shall be registered and authorized to usegistered and authorized to use

15 the title registered nurse, and shall receive a certificate
16 thereof from the board, signed by its chairman and sec-
1

IB Applicants for limited registration under this act, who

€be CommonUicaltJj of S@assacf)iisetto.

hapter four hundredSection 1. Section

Section 3. Applicati

this section, wl
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19 shall furnish the board v
20 are eighteen years of age
21 hut who cannot qualify a

itli satisfactory proof tliat they
)r over, of good moral character,

graduates of approved training
upon the payment of a fee ofschools for nurses, shall

three dollars, be examin d by said hoard, and if found
24 competent to care for cases which do not require expert
25 services, shall he registered
26 household nurse, and shall
27 mony thereof from said 1>
28 and secretary. Nurses re*

with a right to use the title
receive a certificate in testi-
iard, signed by its chairman
istered with the title house-

29 hold nurse, shall not care for major surgical cases, nor
30 make internal obstetric examinations.
31 Nothing in this act shall be construed as preventing a
32 nurse registered under the title household nurse from

filing a new application with the required fee of five
34 dollars, for the purpose of securing the title registered
35 nurse, if he or she shall have received a diploma from a
36 training school for nurses as heretofore provided in tin

8 After January first in the year nineteen hundred and
39 sixteen, no person shall engage in the work of nursing
40 for hire in this commonwealth unless he or she has be-
ll come registered in accordance with the provisions of this
43 act.

43 An applicant who fails to pass an examination satis-
-44 factory to the board, and is therefore refused registra-
-45 tion, shall be entitled within one year after such refusal,
46 to a re-examination at a meeting of the board called for
47 the examination of applicants, without the payment of an

48 additional fee.
49 The said board may, after a hearing, by vote of a

50 majority of its members, annul the registration and can-
-51 cel the certificate of a nurse of either class; and without

3 i section.
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t

(

i

ing may annul the registration and cancel the
ate of a nurse of either class who has been found

ilty of a crime or misdemeanor.
The board shall have authority under this section to

investigate at any time th training schools for nurses
the purpose of determining
as shown by their general

i

in this commonwealth for(

their fitness and efficiency■S

equipment, by the character, the methods and the extent
of instruction given. For the purpose of conducting this
investigation as aforesaid, the board may employ a person
legally entitled to registered nurse, and all expenses for

1

60

61

62

paid by the commonwealth
fived for the registration of

such investigations shall be
from the amount of fees re64

by the board shall once anurses. All fees received
ary into the treasury of themonth be paid by its secret

commonwealth.
r,i

Section 2. Section seven of the said chapter four
hundred and forty-nine of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and ten is hereby amended by inserting after

1

4 the word “ secretary ” and before the word “ shall ”, in
5 the first line, the words: and chairman, and by insert-
-6 ing after the word “ way ” and before the word “ The ”,

1 in the seventh line, the words: The chairman shall re-
ft ceive five dollars for every day actually spent in the per-
-9 formance of his or her duties, provided, however, that in

10 no event shall the total sum paid to him or her exceed
11 two hundred and fifty dollars in any one year, and the
12 necessary travelling expenses actually incurred in attend-
-13 ing the meetings of the hoard, not exceeding three cents
14 a mile each way, —so as to read as follows: Section
15 7. Each member of the board, except the secretary and
16 chairman, shall receive five dollars for every day actually
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17 spent in the performance of his or her duties: provided,
18 however, that in no event shall the total sum paid to any
19 member of the board except the secretary and chairman,
20 exceed one hundred and fifty dollars in any one year,
21 and the necessary travelling expenses actually incurred
22 in attending the meetings of the board, not exceeding
23 three cents a mile each way. The chairman shall receive
24 five dollars for every day actually spent in the per-
25 formance of his or her duties: provided, however, that in
26 no event shall the total sum paid to him or her exceed
27 two hundred and fifty dollars in any one year, and the
28 necessary travelling expenses actually incurred in at-
-29 tending the meetings of the board, not exceed three
30 cents a mile each way. The said compensation and travel-
-31 ling expenses necessarily incurred by the board or any of

its members thereof shall, if approved by the board, be
33 paid from the treasury of the commonwealth, but onl
34 from the fees paid into the treasury by the said board.

Sectiox 3. Section ten of the said chapter four hun-
acts of the year nineteen hun-
amended by striking out the
ipts to practise as a registered
I third lines, and inserting in
rds: the art of nursing,

Ired and forty-nine of the
3 dred and ten, is hereby
4 words “ practises or atten

5 nurse ”, in the second an
6 the place thereof, the wc
7 and by inserting after the letters “ R. N. ”, and befor
8 the word “or ”, in the third line, the letters: 11. N.,
9 so that the said section as amended shall read as follows

10 —Section 10. Whoever not being authorized to practise
11 as a registered nurse within this commonwealth, practises
12 or attempts to practise the art of nursing, or uses the
13 abbreviations R. N., or H. N., or any other words, letters

14 or figures to indicate that the person using the same is
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13 such a registered nurse, shall for each offence he pun-
-16 ished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.
1 1 \\ hoever becomes registered or attempts to become regis-
1S tered, or whoever practises or attempts to practise as a
19 registered nurse under a false or an assumed name, shall

lor each offence be punished by a fine of not less than
one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, or by
imprisonment for three months, or by both such fine and
imprisonment.

0

1

)

Section 4. Section eleven of the said chapter four1

hundred and forty-nine of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and ten is hereby
the word “ to ” and befort
the first line, the words:
striking out all of the text
and by inserting after the

amended by inserting, after
the word “ gratuitous ”, in4

nernency or to, and by

after the word “ family ”, in
letters “ R. N. ”, and before

the word “ or ” in the third line, the letters : —H. ISTs

nursing of the sick by friends or members of the family1




