
HOUSE No. 237

REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN PARK COM-
MISSION UPON THE RESULTS OF ITS INVESTI-
GATION AS TO THE COST OF ACQUIRING
LAND AROUND WEYMOUTH GREAT POND IN
THE TOWN OF WEYMOUTH, DIRECTED BY
CHAPTER 21 OF THE RESOLVES OF 1914.

The resolve, chapter 21 of the Resolves of 1914, under
which this report is made, is as follows :—■follow

Resolved to provide fob an- investigation by the metropolitan
park commission as to the cost of acquiring land around
WEYMOUTH GREAT POND IN THE TOWN OF WEYMOUTH.

Resolved, That the metropolitan park commission shall ascertain
the cost of taking or otherwise acquiring land for park purposes
bordering upon the Weymouth Great pond in the town of Wey-
mouth, and the cost of taking or otherwise acquiring Randolph
street, so-called, and other abutting highways and of constructing
a boulevard and public highway over the same and of maintaining
it for said purposes. The commission shall report the result of its
investigation and its recommendations to the next general court dur-
ing the first week in January. [Approved March 19, 1914.

Wevmouth Great Pond contains 288 acres and is the
largest great pond in the metropolitan parks district. It is
located in the part of Weymouth known as South Wev-
mouth, and is therefore in the extreme southerly part of the
district, near the borders of Rockland, Holbrook and Abino--
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ton, which are towns outside the district. It is in the midst
of a lalher sparsely settled section of the district, although
not fax fiom the railroad station and centre of population of
South AA eymouth. Its pleasantly varied shores are well
wooded with pine and hard woods. There are a few houses
on its borders and also one set of ice houses. There is also
a possibility that another set of ice houses recently burned
will be rebuilt in the near future. The water of the pond is
taken for water supply purposes by the town of Weymouth.
Randolph Street, which is the highway leading toward the
town of Hoi I nook passes the northerly end of the pond for
about a half mile and then swings to the westerly side of the
pond and from 300 to 1200 feet distant from it. Pond
street runs in a substantially parallel direction to the easterly
side of the pond and approximately 1000 to 2000 feet distant
from it. There is no road connecting these streets around
the southerly end of the pond. In its present appearance
Weymouth Great Pond now has the wild attractiveness
rarely found in the metropolitan district of a large pond far
removed from population. It has long been a resort for
picnic and shooting parties.

The resolve under which this report is made requires this
Board to ascertain,

First: The cost of taking or otherwise acquiring land for
park purposes bordering upon Weymouth Great Pond,

Second : The cost of taking or otherwise acquiring Ran-
dolph Street, so called, and other abutting highways and of
constructing a boulevard and public highway over the same
and of maintaining it for said purposes.

The language of both of these requirements is vague, and
the board tinds itself embarrassed in attempting to comply
with the requirements. Obviously the cost of acquiring-
lands for park purposes depends upon the amount of land to
be acquired. As no limit is stated in the resolve, the board
has been obliged to conclude that the intention of the resolve
is that the board shall consider and determine how much of
the land about AAr eymouth Great Pond ought to be acquired
if a park reservation at or about the pond is to be established.
In attempting to do this the board found itself again embar-
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rassed by the fact that the resolve carries no appropriation,
and was therefore obliged to confine its investigations to
such as could be made without special expert advice either
as to the proper limits of acquirement or as to the probable
cost of the land. Acting without such advice, the conclu-
sion reached is that if a park is established at this point the
fundamental purpose to be accomplished ought to be the
two-fold one of preserving the beauty of the pond and sur
roundings and their usefulness as a place of resort, and of
protecting themfrom pollution ; and that to accomplish these
purposes would require the acquirement of land almost, it
not quite, surrounding the pond and to a sufficient distance
from it to protect the pond itself and the wood and open
features essential to its attractiveness and to make part of its
immediate water shed. The smallest amount of laud, which,
upon an inspection of the location appears, likely to be re-
quired for this purpose is approximately 170 acres, but the
acquirement of the land all the way to Randolph Street and
to Pond Street and to a distance south of the pond sufficient
to provide for a connecting roadway is much to be preferred
and would probably be a real economy in the long run.
This larger taking, would, however, amount to approxi-
mately 500 acres. The assessed value of the necessary tak-
ing of 170 acres appears to be approximately $25,000, to
which would have to be added a reasonable amount to make
an approximate estimate of the total amount necessary to
adjust the claims which would arise if the land were
acquired. The larger, and on the whole, preferable acquii
ment from Pond Street to Randolph Street would require
an appropriation of $lOO,OOO, although in actual settlement
this amount might be somewhat reduced if the amount
required to be taken were left optional with the board.

There is very serious difficulty in undertaking to expre
any conclusions in regard to the second proposition con
tained in the resolve, “The cost of taking or otherwise

ailed, and other abuttingacquiring Randolph Street, so-called, and other abutting
highways, and of constructing a boulevard and public high-

f.ver the same, and of maintaining it for said pur-
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petted that the board finds it impossible without more defin-
ite instructions and without funds to provide for consider-
able surveys to make investigations or reach conclusions of
any value as to this part ot the resolve. From the facts
already stated, it appears that Randolph Street abuts the
pond for only about one half mile, and that Randolph
Street and Pond Street, while running parallel to the
pond, are somewhat distant from it and worthy of being
considered in connection with the establishment of a pro-
tecting area around the pond only for the purpose of creating
a considerable public reservation in a section of the district
which has received no direct benefit by acquirements of land
as part of the metropolitan park system. Both streets are
highways but neither connects with any existing park areas
nor forms so important an approach to other park areas or
to considerable centres of population as to give them any
undue prominence. If they arc to be considered at all, it
would seem that they must be considered merely as roads
bordering a reservation to be established, or as giving the
only means of approach to such reservation. In the absence
of more explicit language in the statute, the board finds
itself unable to determine any limits for an investigation
as to the cost of acquiring and making a boulevard of Ran-
dolph Street and is therefore unable to determine the cost of
acquiring the street or of constructing it in boulevard form.
If the lands around the pond out to the highways are
acquired it might bo reasonable to acquire the highways
themselves for the distance for which they would serve as
boundary roads. No additional land would then he required
and the cost of construction necessary to repair and place
them in what may be called boulevard condition would he
not far from $20,000. Once acquired the matter of the im-
provement of these boundary roads would seem to be one
for the town or State Highway Commission to consider
rather than for this board. The matter of maintenance of
the reservation established at this point would be consider-
able, and being about the same size as the Stony Brook
Reservation may be assumed as practically the same as the
cost of maintenance of that reservation, which is approxi-
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mutely §12,000 a year. It might, however, exceed this
amount because the reservation would be far from any
div ision headquarters and unless transferred to and cared
for by the Town of Weymouth itself would require a prac-
tically independent administration and police force.

A map of the district indicating the pond and the high
ways and their relation to the district is transmitted here
with.

All of which is respectfully submitted

WILLIAM B. de las CASAS
EDWIN U. CURTIS
ELLERTON P. WHITNEY
EVERETT C. BENTON.
CHARLES J. BARTON.
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