
HOUSE No. 238

REPORT OF METROPOLITAN PARK COMMISSION
UPON THE RESULTS OF ITS INVESTIGATION
AS TO CONNECTING THE MIDDLESEX FELLS
BOULEVARD WITH A CERTAIN OTHER BOU-
LEVARD, DIRECTED BY CHAPTER 19 OF THE
RESOLVES OF 1914.

The Resolve, chapter 19 of the Resolves of 1914, under
which this report is made, is as follows :

Resolve to provide fob an investigation by the meteopolita

PARK COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CONNECTING THE MIDDLESEX
ELS BOULEVARD WITH A CERTAIN OTHER BOULEVAEI

Resolved, That the metropolitan park commission is hereby au-

thorized to investigate the subject of connecting the Middlesex Fells
boulevard with Hart’s hill or Crystal lake in Wakefield or with the
proposed boulevard around Lake Quannapowitt, such connecting-
link to pass through the town of Stoneham, the city of Melrose and
the town of Wakefield. The commission shall report its findings
and recommendations to the general court on or before the second
Wednesday in January, nineteen hundred and fifteen. [Approved
March 16, 1914.

The Middlesex Fells boulevard referred to appears to be
Middlesex Fells Parkway, usually referred to as Fellsway.
The “certain other boulevard” referred to in the Resolve
appears to be the parkway along the northerly end of Lake
Quannapowitt, in the town of Wakefield, authorized by
chapter (599 of the Acts of 1912, for which the land has not
vet been acquired.
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Middlesex Fells Parkway nowextends from Broadway Park,
Somerville, to a point in Malden where it divides into an east-
erly and westerly branch. The easterly branch runs to the
border of Middlesex Fells in Malden and there connects
with a border road and thence by town highways to and
around the southerly, east and easterly sides of Spot Pond
to the junction of South Street with Main Street in Stone-
ham. The westerly branch of the parkway runs to and
connects with Forest Street in the city of Medford, and
thence through the Middlesex Fells as Forest Street in
Medford and Main Street in Stoneham to the Juncton of
Main and South streets in Stoneham above referred to.
Forest and Main streets form the old Andover turnpike,
leading through the heart of the Fells to the centre of
Stoneham and there connecting with the highways to Wake-
field, Reading and other towns beyond. It is apparent,
therefore, that Middlesex Fells Parkway in effect extends to
the junction of Main and South streets on the Stoneham side
of the Middlesex Fells Reservation. This point, therefore,
is considered to be the best practicable point for beginning
the investigation required by the Resolve.

From the point of beginning thus authorized, two routes
are possible : the first by utilizing and improving fhe exist-
ing highways to a larger extent, and the second by follow-
ing a new route, which would be in large part substantially
that considered in a special report made by this Board in
1898, when it was required to investigate and report on the
subject matter of a parkway connection between Middlesex
Fells and Lynn Woods.

As to the first route suggested, it does not seem to be one
which ought to be selected or placed in charge of this Board
as a parkway or boulevard. It forms the main highway
through Stoneham to the towns beyond, and would always
be a highway rather than a parkway, and as such more ap-
propriately improved and cared for by the towns or by the

State Highway Commission. This investigation is therefore
confined to the matter of the opportunity and probable cost
of acquiring and constructing the parkway or boulevard
along the second route. At the time the report was made
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in regard to connecting Middlesex Fells and Lynn AVoods
two routes were suggested, one by way of Stoneham,
AA akefield and Saugus, and the other by Melrose and
Saugus. The second route was then recommended as a
route to Lynn AA oods, and may be said to have been adopted
lor that purpose by the subsequent authorization and con-
struction of so much of the route as has since been provided,
and is known as Lynn Fells Parkway, from .Middlesex Fells
to Bellevue Avenue in Melrose. The report upon the mat-
ter also suggested that in the event of the adoption of the
route by way of Alelrose, a portion of the route by the way
of AA rakefield was worthy of consideration also, as that of a
parkway from Middlesex Fells to AAT akefield and the con-
siderable park and highway frontage established by the
town on the borders of Lake Quannapowitt. Since that
report was made, the legislature, by chapter 699 of the Acts
of 1912, has authorized this Board to continue the park
development of the town by acquiring land and constructing
a driveway along the northerly side of Lake Quannapowitt.

In the interval of years since 1898, there have been
changes in the use and appearance and values of some of
the lands lying between Middlesex Fells and (he town of
AATakefield, along the route then suggested for a parkway.
These changes require some modification in the amount of
land which may reasonably bo acquired at this time, and a
change in the estimates for the cost of acquiring the land.
Taking all these changes into account, however, it may stillo o 7 7 «/

be said that a feasible and comparatively open route from
the junction of Alain and South streets, passing by Doleful
Pond and through intervales surrounded b}r interesting up-
land, and along Crystal Lake, is still available as far as
Broadway in the town of AATakefield. Broadway is the
highway from Stoneham to AVakefield, passing the northerly
end of Crystal Lake and connecting with Main Street in
AATakefield, which forms a direct line of approach to the
AYakefield park lands along Lake Quannapowitt and thereby
to the location of the “certain other boulevard” proposed
to be located and constructed along the northerly side of
Lake Quannapowitt. It does not seem advisable to con-
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sider any acquirement of Broadway or of Main Street, as
these are main highways of the town of Wakefield. From
Crystal Lake at Broadway, however, on the westerly side
of the Boston & Maine railroad, an extension of the route
may be made, extending further north to Prospect Street
which extends across the tracks to the southerly end of
Lake Quannapowitt, if it should seem desirable to provide
a convenient route which would by-pass the business sec-
tion of the town, and so give a more park-like approach to
Lake Quannapowitt and its areas. This route, again, might
be extended still further north by Elm Street, which is
already of ample width for a parkway, as far as Winn
Street, which runs bjr a highway bridge across the railroad
tracks to North Street on the westerly side of Lake Quanna-
powitt, which in turn passes the point where the “ certain
other boulevard ” would probably terminate. No report of
values can be made in regard to any such extensions of the
route beyond Broadway at this time, because the Resolve
did not provide funds for the considerable survey and study
which would be necessary to locate and estimate the cost of
such extension, nor, indeed, does there seem to be any
present necessity for the consideration of any extension
beyond Broadway.

From Main and South streets on the edge of Middlesex
Fells to Broadway in Wakefield is a distance of a little over
two miles. The land required for a parkway is practically
unoccupied by dwellings or other buildings, but is improved
for a portion of the distance along the intervale in Stoneham
for farming purposes, and has been lotted in connection
with a real estate development along the westerly side of
Crystal Lake. The assessed value of the land required is
approximately $63,000. It is possible that it could be
acquired for this amount by the co-operation of local com-
mittees in securing options, but unless such co-operation
could be secured it is probable that the cost would oonsider-
ably exceed the assessed value. The construction recom-
mended by the engineer of this Board is that of a single
roadway of 26 feet and sidewalk, and planting space on one
side, for most of the distance, and a broader roadway, with
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sidewalk and planting spao<
the distance, where the dev
to follow in the near future
is estimated as $155,000

on both sides, for a portion of
jpment tor dwellings is likely
The cost of such construction

As the land to be aoquii
anie as that suggested in the

Ed would be very nearly the
report of 1898, above referred

to, no other plan is submitted, but reference is made to
that report embodied in the report of this Board for the year
ending December 1, 1900.

411 of which is respectfully submitted

WILLIAM B. de las CASAS
EDWIN U. CURTIS,

ELLERTON P. WHITNEY
EVERETT C. BENTON,
CHARLES J. BARTON.

January 6, 1915




