
ACTS, 1983. - Chap. 356. 

Chap. 356. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE RECALL OF 
ELECTED OFFICIALS IN THE TOWN OF PEM
BROKE. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Any holder of an elected office in the town of 
Pembroke may be recalled therefrom by the qualified voters of 
the town as herein provided. 

SECTION 2. Any one hundred and f i f t y qualified voters of 
the town may initiate a recall petition by f i l ing with the town 
clerk an aff idavit containing the name of the officer sought to be 
recalled and a statement of the grounds for recall. The town 
clerk shall thereupon deliver to said voters making the aff idavit 
copies of petition blanks demanding such recall, copies of such 
printed forms of which he shall keep available. Such blanks 
shall be issued by the town clerk, with his signature and official 
seal attached thereto. Such blanks shall be dated, shall be 
addressed to the board of selectmen of said town and shall 
contain the names of all the persons to whom they are issued, 
the name of the person whose recall is sought, the grounds of 
recall as stated in the aff idavit and shall demand the election of 
a successor in the said office. A copy of the petition shall be 
entered in a record book to be kept in the office of town clerk. 
The recall petition shall be returned and fi led with the town 
clerk within fourteen days after the f i l ing of the aff idavit and 
shall have been signed by at least twenty per cent of the qual i
fied voters of the town, who shall add to their signatures the 
street and number, if any, of their residences. 

The town clerk shall within twenty- four hours of receipt 
submit the petition to the registrars of voters in the town, and 
the registrars shall for thwith cert i fy thereon the number of 
signatures with the names of qualified voters of the town. 

SECTION 3. If the petition shall be found and cert i f ied by 
the town clerk to be sufficient he shall submit the same with his 
certificate to the board of selectmen without delay, and said 
board shall forthwith give wri t ten notice of the receipt of the 
certificate to the officer sought to be recalled and shall, if the 
officer does not resign within f ive days thereafter, order an 
election to be held on a date f ixed by them not less than twenty-
f ive days nor more than th i r t y - f i ve days after the date of the 
town clerk's certif icate that a sufficient petition has been f i led; 
provided, however, that if any other town election is to occur 
within ninety days after the date of the cert i f icate, said board 
shall postpone the holding of the recall election to the date of 

601 



ACTS, 1983. - Chap. 356. 

such other election. If a vacancy occurs in said office after a 
recall election has been ordered, the election shall nevertheless 
proceed as provided in this act. 

SECTION 4. Any officer sought to be removed may be a 
candidate to succeed himself and, unless he requests otherwise 
in wr i t i ng , the town clerk shall place his name on the ballot 
without nomination. The nomination of other candidates, the 
publication of the warrant for the removal election, and the 
conduct of the same, shall all be in accordance with the p rov i 
sions of law relating to elections, unless otherwise provided by 
this act. 

SECTION 5. The incumbent shall continue to perform the 
duties of his office unti l the recall election. If then reelected he 
shall continue in the office for the remainder of his unexpired 
term, subject to recall as before, except as provided in this act. 
If not reelected in the recall election, he shall be deemed removed 
upon the qualification of his successor, who shall hold office 
dur ing the unexpired term. If the successor fails to quali fy 
within f ive days after receiving notification of his election, the 
incumbent shall thereupon be deemed removed and the office 
vacant. 

SECTION 6. Ballots used in a recall election shall submit the 
following propositions in the order indicated: 

For the recall of (name of o f f icer ) . 
Against the recall of (name of o f f icer ) . 

Immediately at the r ight of each proposition there shall be a 
square in which the voter, by making a cross mark ( X ) , may 
vote for either of the said propositions. Under the proposition 
shall appear the word "Candidates", the directions to voters 
required by section for ty- two of chapter f i f t y - fou r of the General 
Laws, beneath this the names of candidates nominated as herein
before provided. If a majority of the votes cast upon the ques
tion of recall is in the aff irmative, the candidate receiving the 
highest number of votes shall be declared elected; provided that 
at least fo r t y per cent of those entit led to vote shall have voted. 
If a majority of votes on the question is in the negative the 
ballot for candidates need not be counted. 

SECTION 7. No recall petition shall be fi led against an off icer 
within six months after he takes off ice, nor, in the case of an 
officer subject to a recall election and not recalled thereby, unti l 
at least six months after the election at which his recall was 

602 



ACTS, 1983. - Chap. 357. 

submitted to the voters. 

SECTION 8. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the 
voters of the town of Pembroke at the next annual town election 
or a special town election, whichever occurs f i r s t , in the form of 
the following question which shall be placed on the official ballot 
at such election. "Shall an act passed by the general court in 
the year nineteen hundred and e ighty- three, entit led 'An Act 
providing for the recall of elected officials in the town of Pem
broke' , be accepted?" If a majority of the votes cast in answer 
to said question is in the aff irmative, this act shall take effect, 
but not otherwise. 

Approved August 17, 1983. 

Chap. 357. AN ACT PROVIDING AN EMERGENCY ELECTION 
PROCEDURE FOR THE CITY OF BOSTON TO BE 
UTILIZED IN THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 1983 ONLY. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the 
contrary, there shall be a municipal election in the c i ty of Boston 
for the office of mayor, a city council consisting of nine persons 
elected from distr icts and four at- large, a school committee 
consisting of nine members elected from distr icts and four at-
large, which shall be held on November f i f teenth, nineteen 
hundred and eighty- three. 

SECTION 2. The ci ty council shall adopt an ordinance after 
public hearing providing for the division of the c i ty into dis
t r i c t s . Each such dist r ic t shall be compact and shall contain, as 
nearly as may be, an equal number of inhabitants as determined 
by the most recent census, shall be composed of contiguous 
existing precincts, and shall be drawn with a view toward pre
serving the integr i ty of existing neighborhoods. I f , within 
th i r t y days of the effective date of this act the ci ty council shall 
fail to make a division of the ci ty into distr icts as required 
herein, the mayor shall propose a plan of distr icts in the required 
number to the local election dist r ic t review commission, which 
shall approve the same with or without amendments as i t deems 
necessary to meet constitutional requirements, after a public 
hearing. 

SECTION 3. A preliminary election shall be held on October 
eleventh, nineteen hundred and eighty- three. Every person 
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