
HOUSE No. 456
Bill accompanying the petition of Courtenay Crocker for a school

for the feeble-minded in the western part of the Commonwealth
Public Institutions. January 12.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
Fo provide for a School for the Feeble-minded in the Western

Parr of the Commonwealth.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and con
3 sent of the council shall, during the month of Jnlv next

6 appoint seven trustees; two of them may be women, in
■i whom and in their successors shall he vested the govern-
-5 ment anf l management of the school for the feeble-minded,

to be established under the provisions of this act. One
' trustee shall hold office for five years, two for four years,
8 one for three years, two for two years and one for one
9 ■vear - from the first day of August in the year nineteen

lb hundred and fifteen. Upon the expiration of the terms
11 of tho trnstees their successors shall be appointed by the

Cjbc Commontoealtb of QiasoacJnisotrs.
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12 governor and council to hold office for a term of five years.
13 Vacancies arising from death, resignation, removal or
14 other cause shall he filled by appointment for the uuex-
-15 pired term only. Any trustee may be removed from
10 office for good and sufficient cause by the governor, with
17 the advice and consent of the council.

1 Section 2. The state board of insanity is hereby an
2 thorized and directed, with the approval of the governor

3 and council, and after requesting the opinion of the said
4 trustees and receiving the same or waiting therefor for a

reasonable time, to take by purchase or otherwise a tract
6 of farming or other land in the western part of Massachv
7 setts suitable, in their judgment, for the establishment of
8 a school for the care, instruction, custody and control of
9 the feeble-minded, whether children or adults. Said

10 tract may include buildings or chattels thereon. In th
11 event of the taking of said lands and buildings by th
12 said board they shall file in the registry of deeds for th
13 county and district within which the, same are situate;
14 a description of the lands and buildings so taken, with;
15 statement, signed by the members of said board or by i
16 majority thereof, that the same are taken under the pro
17 visions of this act in the name and behalf of the common
IS wealth; and the act and time of filing thereof shall b(

19 deemed to be the act and time of the taking of such land;

20 and buildings, and shall be a sufficient notice to all per
21 sons that the same have been so taken. The title to al

22 lands and buildings so taken shall vest absolutely in the
23 commonwealth and its assigns forever. The common
24 wealth shall be liable to pay all damages sustained by tli
25 owners of such lands or buildings by reason of the taki

26 thereof. Said board shall have full power, subject to the
27 approval of the governor and council, to settle by agr
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28 ment or arbitration the value of the lands and building's
29 taken as aforesaid ; and if nor so settled the value shall
30 be assessed by a jury at the bar of the superior court for
31 the county in which the lands and buildings are situated,
32 upon petition, to be filed in the office of the clerk of said

>urt by the persons owning said lands and buildings
34 within one year after such taking and no: afterward.

1 Section 3. 'Flip board of insanity shall draw up plans
and specifications providing for a method of development
of the school for feeble-minded, which shall take five

4 tears for completion and which shall cost not more than
5 two hundred thousand dollars the first year and a hun-
fi dred and fifty thousand dollars each of the other four
7 years and shall submit them to the said trustees and

8 after the trustees have submitted their opinion thereon
9 or after a reasonable time the board shall solicit bids fo:

10 the performance of the work, as required by law. and
11 shall proceed to construct such buildings as mav be re-
12 quired for the establishment of a school for the feebl
13 minded, in accordance with such plans and specifications.

1 Section 4. The state board of insanity is hereby au-
2 thonzed to expend during the years nineteen hundrec
3 and fifteen, nineteen hundred and sixteen, nineteen bun
4 dred and seventeen, nineteen hundred and eighteen and
■> nineteen hundred and nineteen a sum not exceeding eight
h llundre(l thousand dollars for the construction of a school

for the feeble-minded to care for one thousand feeble
8 minded Patients on land taken or acquired under the
9 provisions of this act. Xot more than two hundred thou-

1° sand dollars shall be expended by said board for this pur-
-11 pose the first year and not more than one hundred and
12 fifty thousand dollars in each of the other four years, but
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13 an unexpended balance in any year may be used in tb
14 succeeding year for the same purpose.

1 Section 5. The trustees of said school shall have gen-
-2 oral charge of the same and shall see that its affairs are

inducted according to law and to regulations established
4 bv them.

1 Section 6. The trustees of said school for the feeble
2 minded shall be a corporation for the purpose of takin;

3 and holding by them and their successors in trust for the
4 commonwealth any grant or devise of land, or any gift
5 or bequest of money or other personal property, made for
6 the use of the institution of which they are trustees, and
7 for the purpose of preserving and investing the same or

8 the proceeds thereof in notes or bonds secured by sufficient
9 mortgages or other securities, with all the powers neces-

-10 sarv to carry said purpose into effect; and they shall have

11 authority to expend any gift or bequest, or any part
12 thereof, in the erection of new buildings on the land he-

ld longing to said school: provided, that all such buildings
14 shall belong to the commonwealth and be managed by said
15 trustees as a part of said school.

1 Section 7. The buildings of the said school shall bt

2 provided with properly constructed iron fire escapes up

3 the outside thereof accessible from the interior by doors
4 or windows, with suitable landings at every story above
5 the first, including the attic, if they are occupied as dai

0 rooms or sleeping rooms for the feeble-minded. Ibf'

7 shall also be provided with suitable apparatus for the «■

8 tinguishment of fire, so constructed and arranged as to b<

9 effectively used from the inside or outside of the building-

-10 or parts thereof used for the accommodation of the fofblt
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minded. The trustees shall provide for a monthly inspec-
tion of the fire apparatus belonging to the school and for
a proper organization and monthly drill of the officers and
employees in the use thereof.

Section 8. An annual appropriation shall be made
for the support of said school.

Sec'now 9. Said school shall he under ?he supervision
of the state hoard of insanity and said board shall exercise
all powers and perform all duties relating to said school
that are prescribed by law for institutions under its super-
vision.

Section 10. As soon as the said school is readv for
the reception of the feeble-minded the trustees shall give
notice to the governor, who shall make proclamation that
upon a given day the said school will he open for the
reception of feeble-minded persons,

Section 11. If, upon application in writing, a judge
if probate finds that a person is a proper subject for said

school for the feeble-minded, he may commit him thereto
by an order of commitment directed to the trustees
thereof, accompanied by the certificate of a physician who
is a graduate of a legally organized medical college and
who has practiced three years in this commonwealth that
such person is a proper subject for said institution. If
the judge is required to go from his office or place of husi
ness to make such commitment he shall be allowed all
necessary expenses of travel, which shall be paid, upon tin
certificate of the judge, by the county in which such ap-
lication was hear
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1 Section- 12. A person who intends to apply for the
2 commitment of a feeble-minded person, under the pro

3 visions of the preceding section, shall first give notice in
4 writing of such intention to the overseers of the poor of
5 the city or town in which such feeble-minded person re-
fi sides; but if such feeble-minded person resides in Boston
7 such notice shall be given to the institution’s registrar in-
-8 stead of the overseers of the poor. Satisfactory evidence
9 that such notice has been given shall be produced to the

10 judge and shall accompany the order of commitment.

1 Section 43. Said school for the feeble-minded shall
2 maintain a school department for the instruction and edn-

3 cation of feeble-minded persons who are within the school
4 age or who, in the judgment of the trustees thereof, are

capable of being benefited by school instruction, and
custodial department for the care and custody of feebl

7 minded persons beyond the school age or not capable
8 beina; benefited bv school instruction.

1 Section 14. Persons received by said corporation
2 shall, from time to time, he classified in said departments

as the trustees shall see fit, and the trustees may receive
1 and discharge pupils at their discretion, and may at any
5 time discharge any pupil or other inmate and cause him

fi to he removed to his home or to the place of his settle-
-7 ment. They may also allow anv inmate to be absent on
8 a visit of not more than three months, and the liability

9 of any person or place to said corporation for the support
10 of such inmate shall not he suspended by reason of such
11 absence unless, during such period, such inmate becomes a
12 charge to the commonwealth elsewhere.

1 Section 15. Said corporation shall gratuitously re
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ceive. maintain and educate in the school department such
indigent feeble-minded persons from this commonwealth
as shall be designated by the governor upon the recom-
mendation of the secretary of the board of education.
The trustees may also, at their discretion, receive, main-
tain, and educate in the school department other feeble-
minded persons upon such terras as they may determine.

Section 16. The charges for the support of each in-
mate in the custodial department of said school shall be
three dollars and twenty-five cents a week and shall be
paid quarterly. Such charges for those not having known
settlements in the commonwealth shall be paid by the com
monwealth and may afterward be recovered by the treas
urer and receiver general of the commonwealth of such
inmates, if of sufficient ability, or of any person or
kindred bound by law to maintain them, or of the place

of their settlement if subsequently ascertained. For
those having known settlements in this commonwealth
such charge shall he paid either bv the inmates or bv the
municipality in which such
ment, unless security to the

inmates have their settle
satisfaction of the trustee

is given for such support. I
refuses or neglects to pay sin
as may be charged and due fc
whom the trustees are autho

any person or municipality
h charges or such amounts

r the removal of any inmate
pi zed by law to remove, the

treasurer may recover the same to the use of the sek
as provided in section seventy-nine of chanter eio-hy-nine of chapter eighty

'veil of the Revised Law A city or town which pays
he support or removal of athe charges and expenses for

feeble-minded person admittc
like rights and remedies to

to said school shall have
over the amount thereof

with interest and costs from the place of his settlement, or
from such person, if of sufficient ability, or from any per-
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son bound by law to maintain him, as if snch charges and
expenses had been incurred in the ordinary support of
such feeble-minded person.

a
t

28

29

Section IT. The lands which may be required by the
board of insanity under this act for the said school for the
feeble-minded shall not be taken for a street, highway,
railway or railroad, or for any other purpose without
leave of the general court specially obtained.

I
■)

4

Section 18. This act shall take effect upon its pa:1
> sage.


