
HOUSE No. 528
iompanying the petition of William M. Blatt for a modi

pairing courts to follow judicial precedent
] Judiciary. January 1

the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
To modify the Rule requiring Courts to follow Judicial

Precedents.
B ted by the Senate and House of Representatives
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

an

1 Section 1. Xo principle of law contained in any
decision of any ol the courts of Great Britain, or in any

■>

ot the ancient legal authorities of Great Britain, shall be
binding upon the courts of this commonwealth by reason4

1 being contained in such decision or authority. Xo
court of this commonwealth shall, in any suit, action or
bill in equity before it, be bound by any principle of law
contained in any decision of the supreme judicial court
of this commonwealth by reason of said principle being
contained in such decision, unless said decision was made
within twenty years prior to the bringing of said suit,
action, or bill in equity.
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JUDICIAL PRECEDENTS. [Jan. 1915.>
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Section 2 . When a ruling of law is properly required
by any party to a cause pending in any court of this
commonwealth on any matter pertinent to an issue
involved therein and there is no written or common law
applicable thereto which is binding upon the court, the
court shall lay down the abstract general principle which
justice shall seem to said court to require and shall rule
according to the principle so laid down, if the ruling is
so made in a court from which there lies an appeal on
questions of law or a writ of error, any party aggrieved
may make objections and claim exception or appeal in
the usual manner.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage






