
HOUSE No. 604

Bill accompanying the petition of Frank Ferdinand relative to the
manufacture and sale of mattresses and upholstered goods. Mercan-
tile Affairs. January 14.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Manufacture and Sale of Mattresses and

Upholstered Goods.
Be it enacted by the Senat and House of Representatives

and by the authority of thein General Court assembled
same, as follow

1 Section 1. No person shall manufacture, sell, offer
2 or expose for sale, deliver or have in his possession with
3 intent to sell or deliver in this state any mattress, pil-
-4 low, cushion, muff bed, down quilt or bag containing
5 hair, down or feathers unless the same be branded or
6 labeled as follows : Upon each such mattress, pillow,
7 cushion, muff bed, down quilt or bag there shall be
8 securely fixed a banneret, paper or cloth tag which, if
9 attached to the article itself, shall be sewed thereon upon

10 which there shall be legibly printed in the English
11 language a statement of the kind of material used in the
12 manufacture of such mattress, pillow, cushion, muff bed
13 or down quilt, and, if the material used in such mattress,
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14 pillow, cusion, muff bed or down quilt has been previ-
-15 ously used in the manufacture ol such articles, or about
16 the person, it shall be branded second-hand. If such
17 mattress, pillow, cushion, muff bed, quilt or bag be en-
-18 closed in a bale, box or crate, the receptacle shall bear
19 a tag stating that the contents of the package is branded
20 or labeled as required by this section. It shall be unlaw-
-21 ful for any person to remove, conceal or deface any such
22 brand or label. No person shall use, either in whole or
23 in part, in the manufacture of any mattress, pillow,
24 cushion or muff bod, down quilt, or bag, any material
25 which has been used in or has formed a part of any
26 mattress, pillow, cushion, muff bed, down quilt or bag-
-27 used in or about a public or private hospital or in or
28 about any person having an infectious or contagious
29 disease. If on inspection the state board of health shall
30 find in any factory, or other places, materials for the
31 manufacture of mattresses, pillows, muff beds, down
32 quilts or bags, or if it shall find such mattresses, pillows,
33 cushions, muff beds, down quilts or bags offered or
34 intended for sale, the materials for making of which are
35 made of materials that have been used in a hospital or by
36 persons having an infectious or contagious disease, the
37 said board shall, after first making and filing in the public
38 records of its office a written order stating the reason

39 therefore, at once and without further notice order the
40 removal and destruction of such mattresses, pillows,
41 cushions, muff beds, down quilts or bags, or ot the

42 materials intended for the manufacture of such mattresses,
43 pillows, cushions, muff beds, down quilts or bags and
44 affix to such mattresses, pillows, cushions, muff beds,
45 down quilts or bags, or materials, labels or conspicuous
46 signs bearing the word “unclean”. No one but the
47 state board of health’s representative shall remove any
48 such label or sign and the board may refuse to remove it



HOUSE —No. 604.1915.] 14

49 until such factory or other place he properly cleaned
50 and disinfected. It shall be the duty of the state board

11 of health whenever it has a reason to believe that any

52 person is violating or has violated any of the provisions
53 of this section to cause an investigation to be made and
54 for that purpose the duly accredited representative of
55 said board shall have authority at all reasonable times to
56 enter into any building, or other place, where such
57 business is being conducted for the purpose of making
58 such examination, and if evidence of such violation is
59 obtained, shall place before the attorney-general an)"
60 information he may have in relation thereto. The
61 attorney-general shall thereupon, or the district attorney
62 of the county in which the alleged violation occurs, if so
63 directed by the attorney-general, institute the proper
64 legal proceedings for the punishment of any such viola-
-65 tion. The state board of health may in a proper case
66 through the attorney-general sue for and obtain an in-
-67 junction restraining any person from manufacturing or
68 selling an article in violation of this section.

1 Section 2. Any person who manufactures, sells,
2 otters for sale or possesses with intent to sell any
3 mattress not properly branded or labeled, as required
4 by the general business law, or manufactures, sells,
5 offers for sale or possesses with intent to sell any
6 mattress which is falsely branded or labeled, or uses in
7 the manufacture of mattresses any cotton or other
8 material which has been used as a mattress, pillow or
9 bedding in any public or private hospital, or which has

10 been used by any person having an infectious or con-
-11 tagious disease, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, pun-
-12 ishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars
13 or by imprisonment for not more than six months or by
14 both.




