
HOUSE No. 624
Bill accompanying the petition of William M. McMorrow for the

establishment of a system of old age pensions with an old age pen-
sion fund. Social Welfare. January 14.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
To establish a System of Old Age Pensions with an Old

Age Pension Fund.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The commonwealth shall establish and
2 maintain a system of non-contributary old age pensions
3 for all citizens of the commonwealth who have attained

4 the age of sixty years or over, and who have paid a poll
5 tax in the commonwealth in each one of not less than
6 twenty-tive years, whether such years were consecutive
7 or not, and who have not within five years been con-
-8 victed of felony in any court of the commonwealth or
9 elsewhere, and who are certified, in writing, by any

10 member of the general court or of the executive council,
11 or by a selectman of the town in which they live, or by
12 the mayor or a member of the city council, or the treas-
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13 urer, auditor or city clerk of the city in which they live,
14 to be of good moral character and not addicted to the
15 use of intoxicating liquors : provided, that they have been
16 residents of the commonwealth for at least ten years
17 prior to the tiling of an application for a pension under
18 this act.

1 Section 2. The commonwealth shall, when this act
2 takes effect appropriate the sum of one thousand dollars
3 as a nucleus to establish and maintain an old age pension-
-4 bequest fund. This fund shall be open for bequests,
5 gifts, contributions, or other forms of money to be used
6 for the carrying out of the provisions of this act. There
7 shall also be paid into this fund all unclaimed savings, as
8 they accrue from time to time, and which are now pay-
-9 able to the commonwealth under the law, and any and all

10 money or moneys that escheats to the commonwealth
11 under the law, or which may arise from any property,
12 real or personal which may escheat to the commonwealth
13 by laAv. There shall also be collected and paid into this
14 fund all unclaimed passenger rebates given by any rail-
-15 road within the commonwealth and unclaimed two years

16 from date of issuance. There shall also be collected and
17 paid into this fund all unclaimed gas deposits held by
18 any gas company doing business within the common-
-19 wealth and unclaimed two years after the depositors have
20 ceased to be customers of such company. All moneys
21 collected under this section shall be applied to, and used
22 for, the proper execution of this act by the commissioners
23 appointed under section four. The custodian of all funds
24 or moneys received under this act shall be the treasurer
25 and receiver general of the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. If the money received under section two
2 of this act is not sufficient to carry out properly the pro-
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visions of this act, the commonwealth may supply the
necessary money as required from time to time.

Section 4. The governor of the commonwealth shall,
upon the acceptance of this act, or within thirty days
thereafter, appoint a commission to be known as the
old age pension commission. This commission shall con-
sist of three citizens of the commonwealth, to serve with-
out pa}r

. The commission shall have full power to make
such rules and regulations and to procure such assistance
to prepare the necessary forms, and to make such regu-
lations for the payment of pensions, as will be necessary
to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 5. No person receiving a pension under this
act shall be deemed a pauper.

Section 6. The commissioners shall establish such
form of proper burial of pensioners who are without
means at their decease. All persons eligible under this
act shall receive five dollars per week, payable monthly,
it without property or income. If with property or in-
come not exceeding two hundred dollars a year, the
commission shall determine the amount.

Section 7. All poll taxes shall hereafter be paid into
the treasury of the commonwealth by the cities and
towns, excepting that the cities and towns may reserve
one dollar from each poll tax for their own use.

Section 8. This act shall be submitted to the voters
of this commonwealth at the next state election, and shall
take effect if accepted by a majority of voters voting
thereon at said election ; otherwise it shall not take effect.




