
HOUSE No. 659
Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of (he city of Fitchburg relative to the creation of a department of streets and engineer-ing in said city. Cities. January 15.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
To create a Department of Streets and Engineering in the

Cit y of Fitchburg.

same, as follows:
1 Section 1. The city council of the city of Fitchburo-
-2 sitting in jointconvention, shall, in the month of January,

3 nineteen hundred and sixteen, and in January of each
4 year following, elect a city engineer, who shall be super-
-5 intendent of streets, for a term of one year, unless
6 sooner removed, and until his successor is elected and
7 qualified. The city engineer may be removed at any
8 time try the city council for cause, and a successor elected
9to till out the unexpired term. The said city engineer

10 shall receive tor his services such compensation as the
11 city council shall from time to time determine.
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1 Section 2. The said city engineer shall have and
2 exercise all the powers of surveyor of highways and shall

3 have the direction, care and supervision of the construc-
-4 tion, alteration, maintenance and repair of highways,
5 streets, sidewalks and bridges of the cit}r

, the care, super-
(s vision and control of street lighting and of street watering,
7 and shall assign places in the streets, highways or other
8 ways, for telegraph, telephone, electric light or other

9 poles, the erection of which may be authorized by the

10 mayor and board of aldermen. Said city engineer may
11 apportion and delegate his various powers and duties to

12 an assistant superintendent, who shall be appointed by
13 him. The salary of the assistant superintendent shall be

14 fixed by the city council. The said city engineer shall

15 exercise all the powers heretofore conferred upon the

1(1 board of street commissioners by chapter one hundred

17 and thirty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
18 and ninety-nine. The powers and duties of the said city

19 engineer may be further defined by ordinance of the city
20 council.

1 Section 3. At the expiration of the term of the

2 appointment of the board of special sewer commissioners,
3 who now have control of the construction, maintenance
4 and repair of main drains and common sewers in the city,
5 when the work of the said special sewer commissioners is

6 fully completed, then said city engineer shall assume as

7 part of the duties of his department, the construction,

8 maintenance and repair of all main drains and common
9 sewers, and shall exercise supervision and control ot all

10 buildings and structures and all other equipment owned
11 and occupied by the city for its system of sewage disposal.

1 Section 4. Said city engineer shall from time to time

2 employ such assistants as he may require in the perform-
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o ance ot the duties of his department and shall determine
4 their compensation, and may expend such sums for labor
5 and incidental expenses as may be necessary: provided,

(5 however, that all such expenditures, for the employment
7 ot assistants and other incidentals, shall be approved by
8 the joint standing committee on highways of the city
9 council.

1 Section 5. The city' engineer shall make a monthly
2 report in writing to the committee on highways, with
3 statements as to the amount of new and of repair work
4 ordered, in process, or completed, since the time of the
5 previous report, together with the complete financial
6 statement showing by classification the amounts appro-
-7 priated, spent, and remaining to the credit of each
8 branch of the work under his charge. If at any time
9 the highway committee, or a majority thereof, deem it

10 advisable, they may in writing request the city engineer
11 to delay any specific work, to withhold any payments,
12 or to avoid contracting any bill for labor or materials
13 until investigation can be made by the committee. The
14 city engineer shall immediately upon receipt of such
15 written request, conform thereto in so far as is practic-
-16 able, except in case of great public emergency where

17 the public safety might require otherwise, by delaying
18 the work, withholding the payments or not contracting
19 the bill, for a space of thirty days. Within the said
20 thirty days the committee on highways shall investigate
21 and report to the city council its reasons for such

22 request, with such recommendations as it may have to
23 make. The city council shall thereupon immediately
24 o-ive to the city engineer such instructions as it may

25 deem proper, and lie shall be bound to follow any
2(; instructions so given : provided, however, that at m
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27 time shall the committee or city council have any right
28 to exercise the powers herein given for the purpose
29 solely of affecting in any way the manner or method
30 adopted by the city engineer for any legal or necessary
51 work.

1 Section 6. The present board of street commissioners
2 shall retain office until above mentioned city engineer is
3 elected.

1 Section 7. So much of chapter eighty-one, section
2 nine of theacts of the year eighteen hundredand seventy-

3 two, same being the city charter, and of chapter one
4 hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the year eighteen
5 hundred and ninty-nine, same being the act creating the
(5 board of street commissioners, or if any acts in addition
7 to or in amendment thereof, as may be inconsistent with
8 this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 8. The question of the acceptance of this
2 act shall be submitted to the legal voters of the city of
3 Fitchburg at the next municipal election, and this act
4 shall be void unless adopted by a majority of the votes
5 cast.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect on January
2 one, nineteen hundred and sixteen.


