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Bill aecomjDm accompanying Hie petition of Harry Smalley and others foislation to increase the number of weeks during which the publitools, in cities, shall be in session. Education. January 15.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Length of the School Year in Cities.
Be it enacted by the Senate

n General Court assembled.
and House of Bepresentativei
and by the authority of the

ame, as follow

- as amended by chapter one hundred and eighty-one.
! acts of nineteen hundred and eight, and chapter five

3 ten, is hereby further amended by striking out in lines
> one and two the words, “ Every city and town shall

I maintain, for at least thirty-two weeks in each year”,
i and inserting in place thereof the following: Every
• city shall maintain for at least forty weeks, and every

) town shall maintain for at least thirty-two weeks, in
each year, —so as to read as follows: Section 1.

' Every city shall maintain for at least forty weeks and

1 Section one of chapter forty-two of the Revised Laws

i hundred and twenty-four, acts of nineteen hundred and

Cljc Commontucciltt) of a^assadjusms.
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13 every town shall maintain for at least thirty-two weeks

14 in each year, a sufficient number of schools for the

15 instruction of all the children who may legally attend

111 a public school therein, except that in towns whose

17 assessed valuation is less than two hundred thousand

18 dollars, the required period may, with the consent of

19 the board of education, be reduced to twenty-eight
20 weeks. Such schools shall be taught by teachers of

21 competent ability and good morals, and shall give in-

-22 struction in orthography, reading, writing, the English
23 language and grammar, geography, arithmetic, draw-

-24 ing the history of the United States, physiology and

25 hygiene, and good behavior. In each of the subjects
26 of physiology and hygiene, special instruction as to the

27 effects of alcoholic drinks and of stimulants and narcotics
28 on the human system, and as to tuberculosis and its

29 prevention, shall be taught as a regular branch of study
30 to all pupils in all schools which are supported wholly or

31 partly by public money, except schools which are main-
-32 tained solelv for instruction in particular branches.
33 Bookkeeping, algebra, geometry, one or more foreign
34 languages, the elements of the natural sciences, kinder-
35 garten training, manual training, agriculture, seiving,
36 cooking, vocal music, physical training, civil govern-
-37 ment, ethics, thrift, and such other subjects as the
38 school committee consider expedient may be taught in

39 the public schools.


