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Bill accompanying the petition of Warren Goodale relative to th
immitment of persons convicted of drunkenness. Social Welfare
inuary 15.J

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.

AN ACT
Relative to Commitments and Releases of Persons convicted

of Drunkenness.
Be it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of thein

as follows:a

I Section 1 . If a male convicted of drunkenness bv
the voluntary use of intoxicating liquor, and is sentenced
to imprisonment in a jail or house of correction, the
court shall not fix the term ot imprisonment, but shall
merely impose a sentence to the jail or the house of cor-
rection. Whoever is so sentenced may be held therein
for the maximum term of imprisonment in such institu-
tion fixed by law for the punishment of said offence.
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Section 2. The keeper of a jail or the master of a
house of correction to which a person so sentenced is
committed, may appoint such number of a°ents as the
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CDc Commontocalti) of cpassacluisetto.
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■ountv commissioners shall authorize, and at such com-

pensation as they shall approve, to care for prisoners re-
leased or discharged from their several prisons. It shall
be their duly, under his direction, to obtain employment
for such prisoners, and to aid them in all practicable
wavs

Section 5. Ifthe keeper or master shall be of opinion
that a prisoner committed for drunkenness as aforesaid
is likely to lead a sober, industrious and law-abiding life,
and will not become a charge upon public or private
charity, and shall recommend to the county commission-
ers that he be released, they may, in their discretion,

give him a permit to be at liberty, during the remainder
of the term of his sentence, upon such terms and condi-
tions as they shall prescribe. If he violates any of its
terms or conditions, or any law of the commonwealth,
such violation shall make void such permit. The county
commissioners, at any time before its expiration, may
revoke any permit issued by them, and may issue an or-
der for the arrest of the holder thereof and his return to

the prison from which he was released, where he shall
serve the remainder of his original sentence. In that
case the time between his release on permit and his re-
turn shall not be considered to be any part of the term
of his sentence. The order for the arrest and return of
the prisoner may be served by any officer authorized to
serve criminal process.


