
HOUSE No. 956

Resolve accompanying the petition of the Legislative Bureau of
the Progressive Party for an amendment of the Constitution giving
municipalities more power in local affairs. Constitutional Amend-
ments. January 19.

RESOLVE

Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution giving
Cities and Towns Greater Power in Local Affairs.

1 Resolved, That it is expedient to alter the constitu-

-2 tion of the commonwealth by the adoption of the sub-
-3 joined article of amendment; and that the said article,
4 being agreed to by a majority of the senators and two

5 thirds of the members of the house of representatives
6 present and voting thereon, be entered on the journals of

7 both houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and be
6 referred to the general court next to he chosen; and that

0 the said article be published, to the end that if agreed to

10 in the manner provided by the constitution by the gen-

ii eral court next to be chosen, it may he submitted to the

12 people for their approval and ratification, in order that
13 it may become a part of the constitution of the common-

-14 wealth.

Cde Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.



RESOLVE. [Jan. 1915,9

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

15 Each city or town shall have the power to establish,
16 alter,: amend, and make additions to its charter by nia-

-17 jority vote of its citizens, on proposals offered in writing
18 by ten p,er cent of it® voters; shall have power to tax the
19 site value of land at higher rates than other property, and,
20 when authorized by the general court, to acquire land for
21 homes for its citizens, and to hold, improve, subdivide,
22 sell, lease, rent or build upon same, or do any lawful act
23 intended ultimately to promote the general welfare, not-
-24 withstanding that the primary effects of such act may
25 benefit individuals; may unite with any contiguous city
26 or town when such union is, approved by majority vote
27 of the voters of each; provided, that nothing shall be
28 done, and no charter shall contain any provision, con-
-29 trary to the constitution and general laws of the com-
-30 monwealth.


