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Bill accompanying the petition of Joseph F. Delehanty that loca-
tions for poles and wires be recorded in the public records. Mer-
cantile Affairs. January 19.

AN ACT
Relative to Recording in the Public Records, Locations for

Poles and Wires.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.
same, as follows

five hundred and nine of the1 Section two of chapter
2 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby

3 amended by striking out the words “ in books kept ex-
-4 clusively for the purpose ”, in the fifty-second and fifty-
-5 third lines, —so as to read as follows ; Section 2. A
6 company desiring to construct a line for such transmis-

-7 sion upon, along, under or across a public way shall in
8 writing petition the mayor and aldermen of the city or
9 the selectmen of the town in which it is proposed to con-

10 struct such line for permission to erect or construct upon,
11 along, under or across said the wires, poles, piers,
12 abutments or conduits necessary therefor. A public

die CommonUiealtt) of f^assacijusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.
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13 hearing shall be held on the petition, and written notice
14 of the time and place of the hearing shall be mailed at
15 least seven days prior thereto by the clerk of the city or
16 by the selectmen of the town to all owners of real estate
17 abutting upon that part of the way, upon, along, across
18 or under which the line is to be constructed, as such
19 ownership is determined by the last preceding assessment
20 for taxation. After a public hearing as aforesaid, the
21 mayor and aldermen, or the selectmen may by order
22 grant to the petitioner a location for such line, specify-
-23 ing therein where the poles, piers, abutments or conduits
24 may be placed, and in respect to overhead lines may also
25 specify the kind of poles, piers or abutments which may
26 be used, the number of wires or cables which may be
27 attached thereto, and the height to which the wires or
28 cables may run.

29 After the erection or construction of such line the
30 mayor and aldermen or selectmen may, after giving the
31 company or its agents an opportunity to be heard, or
32 upon petition of the company without notice or hearing,
33 by order permit an increase in the number of wires or
34 cables, and direct an alteration in the location of the
35 poles, piers, abutments or conduits or in the height of the
36 wires or cables. The mayor and aldermen or selectmen
37 may, upon petition in writing by two or more companies
38 subject to the provisions of this chapter, without notice
39 or hearing, by order authorize any such company to
40 attach its wires and fixtures to existing poles, piers or
41 abutments of either or any of the other petitioners, or to
42 maintain its wires or cables in the conduits of either or
43 any of said other petitioners. The mayor and aldermen
44 or selectmen may, upon petition in writing by two or
45 more companies subject to the provisions of this chapter,
46 and after notice to abutting landowners and a hearing as
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47 hereinbefore provided, by order grant to said compank
48 joint or identical locations for the erection or constru
49 tion of poles, piers, abutments or conduits to be owned
50 and used in common by them. No order of the mayor

51 and aldermen or selectmen shall bo required for renewing
52 repairing, or replacing wires, cables, poles, piers, abut-
53 ments, conduits or fixtures once erected or constructed
54 under the provisions of law, or for making house con-
-55 nections or connections between duly located conduits
56 and distributing pole

57 The order granting a location or an alteration thereof,
58 or authorizing an increase in the number of wires or

59 cables or attachments, such as are hereinbefore described,
60 shall be recorded by the clerk of the city or of the town

61 and where notice has been given as hereinbefore provided
62 the clerk of the city or the chairman or a majority of the
63 selectmen shall certify on said record that the order was

64 adopted after due notice and a public hearing as herein-
-65 before prescribed, and no such order shall be valid with-
-66 out such certificate. The company or companies in
67 whose favor the order is made shall pay for such record
68 the same fees as are allowed for the entering and record-
69 ing of deeds by registers of deeds, and shall be entitled
70 to attested copies of said orders and certificates upon
71 payment of the same fees as are allowed to registers of
72 deeds for copies.
73 The mayor and aldermen or selectmen may under the
74 provisions of this section authorize the attachment of the
75 wires and fixtures of a street railway or electric railroad
76 company to the poles, piers and abutments of another
77 owner, or the attachment of the wires and fixtures of
78 another owner to the poles, piers and abutments of such
79 company, and may grant joint or identical locations for
80 the erection or construction of poles, piers or abutments
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to be owned and used in common by such company and
another owner or other owners, and locations for the
transmission lines and telephone, signal and feed wires
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ways or parts thereof, other
parts thereof in which the
laid, and locations for addi-
alterations of locations for

of such compan}r in public
than those public ways or
tracks of such company are
tional poles to support, or
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existing poles supporting, trolley or span wires ; and all
locations granted to a street railway or electric railroad
company hereunder shall be subject only to revocation as
provided in section sixty-six of Part 111 of chapter four
hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year nineteen

88

89

90
91

92

hundred and six ; but nothing contained in this section
save as hereinbefore expressly set forth shall be held to
apply to the poles, wires and other appliances and equip-
ment which a street railway' or electric railroad company,
by a grant of location, or extension or alteration thereof,
under any general or special law now or hereafter in
force relating to street railways or electric railroads
may be authorized to construct, maintain and operate
in a public way; and no terms, restrictions and obliga-
tions, other than such as may be imposed upon a grant
of location for a street railway or electric railroad, or
an extension or alteration thereof, under any general or
special law now or hereafter in force relating thereto,
shall be imposed upon locations granted to a street rail-
way or electric railroad company hereunder, save loca-
tions for its transmission lines or telephone, signal or
feed wires in public ways or parts thereof other than
those public ways and parts thereof in which the tracks
of such company are laid.

93

94
95

96
97

98

99

100
101
102
108

104
105
10(5

107
108

10SI

110
11l


