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to qualifications for admission to the bar. Joint Judiciary. Jan-
uary 20.

AN ACT
Relative to Admission to the Bar of Attorneys-at-Law.
' Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section forty of chapter one hundred
2 and sixty-five of the Revised Laws, as amended by
3 acts of nineteen hundred and four, chapter three hun-
-4 dred and fifty-five, and by acts of nineteen hundred and
5 fourteen, chapter six hundred and seventy, is hereby
6 further amended bv inserting after the words ‘‘high
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7 school, college or university”, the words: —lt not a
8 high school graduate, the applicant shall be examined
9 to ascertain his fitness in general education by a State

10 board of pre-legal examiners, to be appointed as hercin-
-11 after provided in section two of this act, —so as to read
12 as follows : —Section 40. Said board may, subject to the
13 approval of the supreme judicial court, make such rules
14 with reference to examinations for admission to the bar
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15 fend the qualifications of applicants therefor, and deter-
-1(5 mine the time and place of all such examinations, and

17 conduct the same: provided, however, that an applicant
18 for admission to the bar shall not be required to be a
19 graduate of any high school, college or university. It
20 not a high school graduate, the applicant shall be ex-
-21 amined to ascertain his fitness in general education by
22 a board of pre-legal examiners, to be appointed as
23 hereinafter provided. From the fees received under
24 the provisions of the following section the expenses of
25 said board, as certified by its chairman and approved
2(3 by a justice of the supreme judicial court, shall be paid,
27 and from the remainder of said fees the members shall
28 receive such compensation as the justices of the supreme
29 judicial court or a majority of them may allow.

1 Section 2. The justices of the supreme judicial court
2 shall appoint a board of examiners for pre-legal examin-
-3 ation of candidates for admission to the bar. The said
4 board shall consist of three members, each to be a high
5 school teacher in Massachusetts at the time of his ap-
(s pointment, and removal from the commonwealth shall
7 vacate any such appointment. The term of office of the
8 said board shall begin on the first day of August in theO J o

9 year nineteen hundred and fifteen, and the members shall
10 hold office, one for a term of one year, one for a term of
11 two years, and one for a term of three years and, there-
-12 after one shall be appointed annually for a term of three
13 years. The justices of the supreme judicial court may

14 remove any examiner for cause, and shall have power
15 to fill vacancies occurring in said board.

1 Section 3. Any citizen of the United States, or any
2 alien who has made the primary declaration of intention
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3 to become a citizen of the United States, whether man
4 or woman, if he or she intends to become an applicant
5 for admission to the bar and is not a graduate of a day
ti or evening high school or school of equal grade, and has
7 reached the age of eighteen years, upon giving notice to
8 the secretary of the said board, two weeks prior to the
9 regular examinations hereinafter mentioned, shall be

10 examined by the said board on any or all the subjects
11 hereinafter named. The fee for each subject shall be
12 one dollar, to be paid to the secretary of the said board
13 at the time of tiling the application to be forwarded by
14 said secretary to the treasurer of the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. The said board shall hold examinations
2 in Boston during the first weeks of June and September
3 of each year and shall award a certificate in each subject
4 which is successful!}" passed by the applicant. From the
o fees received by said board of examiners and paid over
6 by it to the treasurer of the commonwealth the expenses
7 of said board as certified by its chairman, and approved
8 by a justice of the supreme judicial court, shall be paid.
9 The compensation of the said board shall be paid by the

10 commonwealth and shall be determined by the justices of
11 the supreme judicial court, having regard to the amount
12 of labor that is required each year.

1 Section 5. The said board shall conduct examina-
2 tions as nearly as possible equivalent to high school
3 examinations in the following subjects : (1) English
4 grammar and English composition; (2) United States
5 history; (3) general history; (4) economics; (5)
G civil goverment; (6) French; (7) Latin; (8) algebra;
7 (9) geometry; (10) physiology.

1 Section (5. An applicant who has received certificates
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from the said board in any six of the foregoing subjects,
if of good moral character and otherwise qualified, shall
be entitled to be examined for admission to the bar by
the board of bar examiners in the next regular examina-
tion.

Section 7. All acts and parts ol acts, and all rules
of the board of bar examiners inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

Section 8. This act shall take effect on the first day
if August in the year nineteen hundred and fifteen.


