
HOUSE No. 2173

House of Representatives, May 20, 191

The committee on Taxation, to whom was referred the
Resolve (taken from the files of last year) to provide for ai
amendment of the Constitution relative to the authority oi
the General Court to impose taxes, report, in part, the ae
companying resolves.

For the committee,

GEORGE P. DRURY

Cfte Commontocaltf) of B@as:sadjuoetts.



RESOLVES.o MAY

RESOLVES

To provide for submitting to the People the Article of Amend-
ment of the Constitution relative to the Authority of the
General Court to impose Taxes.

That the following: article of amendme:
u, having been agreed to by the -last an<n

leral court and published in the manner

1 required by the constitution, be submitted to the peopl
n

i)AM

1 power and authority are hereby given and grantee

he general court.to'imj y a tax on in

the manner hereinafter provided. Such lax may bev

t different rates upon income derived from different
rtv, but shall be levied at a uniform rate1

hreughout the commonwealth upon incomes derived11

12 from the same class of property. The general court ma
ix income not derived from property at a lower rat

14 than income derived from property, and may grant
15 reasonable . exemptions and abatements. Any da

property the income from which is taxed under the pr

isions of this article may be exempted from the imp
tion and levying of proportional and reasonable assi
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This article shall not be construed to limit:0 constitution.

the power of the general court to impose and levy rea

able duties and excises.■>

Resolved, That the people shall be assembled
purpose aforesaid, in their respective polling places in
the several cities and towns in meetings to be 1

36 warned, and held on Tuesday, the second day of No
qualified to
'S bv ballot

ings allnber next, at which mee
give in thete officers may

f amendment; and the samhist said arti
;0 officers shall preside in said meetings as in meetings forin sa

31 the choice of state officers, and shall, in open meeting
receive, sort, count and declare the votes for and against

the said article of amendment; and the said votes shall
34 be recorded by the clerks of said cities and towns, and
35 true returns thereof shall be made out under the hands

36 of the mayor and aldermen or hoard having the powers
of aldermen, and of the selectmen, or a major part of
them, and of the clerks of the said cities and towns.

3 respectively, and sealed up, and, within ten days after
4-0 the said meetings, transmitted to the secretary of the
41 commonwealth. So far as the same can be applicable,
42 the provisions of law applicable to the election of state
43 officers shall apply to the taking of the vote on said
44 article of amendment.
45 Resolved, That every person qualified to vote as afore-
-46 said may express his opinion on said article of amend-
-47 ment and the following words shall be printed on the
48 ballot:
49 Shall the following proposed amendment to the con-
-50 stitution, relative to the taxation of incomes
51 and the granting of reasonable exemptions, YES ‘

2 be approved and ratified ?
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ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

Full power and authority are hereby given .and
anted to the general court to impose and levy a tax

income in the manner hereinafter provided. Such
ax may be at different rates upon income derived from6 t

57 different classes of property, but shall be levied at a
8 uniform rate throughout the commonwealth upon i

) comes derived from the same class of property. The
0 general court may tax income not derived from property

61 at a lower rate than income derived from propertyr and
62 may grant reasonable exemptions and abatements. Any
63 class of property the income from which is taxed under
64 the provisions of this article may be exempted from th
65 imposition and levying of proportional and reasonabl
66 assessments, rates and taxes as at present authorized b
67 the constitution. This article shall not be construed to

68 limit the power of the general court to impose and levy
69 reasonable duties and excise:

0 And if said article shall appear to be approved by a

1 majority of the persons voting thereon, it shall be

2 deemed and taken to be ratified and adopted by the
people

74 Resolved, That his excellency the governor and the
council shall forthwith open and examine the votes re-
turned as aforesaid ; and if it shall appear that said arti-
cle of amendment has been approved by a majority of
the persons voting thereon, according to the votes re-
turned and certified as aforesaid, the same shall be
enrolled on parchment and deposited in the secretary’s

(

10

office as a part of the constitution of the commonwealth,
and shall be published in immediate connection there-
with, numbered according to its numerical position, with

>
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the articles of amendment of the constitution heretofore

adopted, in all future editions of the laws of the com-
monwealth printed by public authority.

84
85

86

Resolved, That his excellency the governor is hereby
authorized and requested to issue his proclamation forth-
with after the examination of the votes returned as

aforesaid, reciting said article of amendment and an-

nouncing that the article has duly been adopted and
ratified by the people of the commonwealth, and thus be-
comes a part of the constitution thereof, and requiring
all magistrates and officers and all citizens of the com-

oi

88

89

90

II
9-2

93

94

monwealth to take notice thereof and govern themselvc95

accordingly, or that said article of amendment has been
rejected, as the case may be.

96

9




