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Governor Baker Declares June 20 – 26, 2016 
“Massachusetts Pollinator Week” 

BOSTON – June 17, 2016 – Governor Charlie Baker, in support of National Pollinator Week, has 

declared June 20 – 26, 2016 as “Massachusetts Pollinator Week” - an opportunity to celebrate and 

protect our pollinator populations. Additionally, the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 

(MDAR) will also celebrate the opening of the first state apiary, a collection of beehives to be used for 

education and research. 

“Massachusetts Pollinator Week is an opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of pollination to 

our environment and agricultural industry, and the vital need to protect Massachusetts’ pollinators,” said 

Governor Charlie Baker. “I encourage all residents to learn more about our native pollinators and 

consider planting flowers, trees and other plants to provide pollinators with nectar, pollen and habitat.” 

“This week, we appreciate the importance of pollinators to Massachusetts’ ecosystems, food sources and 

economy,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “Our administration is committed to preserving our 

native pollinator species and their habitats, and working with local beekeepers across the Commonwealth 

to ensure their hives are healthy and thriving.” 

Pollinators include bees, birds, bats, butterflies and other species. Over 45 percent of agricultural 

commodities in Massachusetts rely on pollinator species for crop pollination and food production. There 

are approximately 4,500 honey beekeepers managing approximately 45,000 hives across the 

Commonwealth. Pollinator species provide significant environmental benefits that are necessary for 

maintaining healthy, diverse ecosystems, and produce valuable products including honey, propolis, royal 

jelly and wax. 

The new state apiary at the University of Massachusetts Amherst will serve as a vessel for education, 

outreach demonstrations and research related to agricultural sustainability, pollination, honey bee health 

and hive management. The apiary consists of twelve honey bee hives located within an 80 foot by 30 foot 

plot situated adjacent to the UMass Pollinator Conservation Project. 

The apiary will also be used by the UMass Beekeeping Club and for hives maintained for UMass 

beekeeping courses. The apiary was funded by appropriated FY16 funds for the DAR Apiary Program 

designated for projects that provide research, education and general support to benefit Massachusetts 

honey bees. 

“Given the ability to do live, in-hive demonstrations onsite, this apiary will also be an important tool for 

providing outreach education to farmers, land managers, beekeepers and to the public in the 

Commonwealth on topics related to honey bees and agriculture,” said Energy and Environmental 

Affairs (EEA) Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Through the new state apiary and the Massachusetts 

Department of Agricultural Resources’ Apiary Program, we are working hard to educate the public about 

honey bees and support the Commonwealth’s honey beekeepers.” 



In Amherst on June 20, 2016, Assistant Secretary for Environment Daniel Sieger will be joined by MDAR 

Commissioner John Lebeaux and representatives from UMass Amherst College of Natural Sciences for a 

tour of the new state apiary on the grounds of the UMass Agricultural Learning Center. 

“The apiary has received considerable interest from students engaged in farming and sustainability,” said 

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) Commissioner John 

Lebeaux. “Currently several are doing an internship with DAR to assist in hive management throughout 

the summer as well as conducting their own individual research projects related to hive vitality and pest 

management.” 

“Making sure bees stay healthy and productive is necessary for vibrant agriculture,” said State Senator 

Anne Gobi (D-Spencer). “I appreciate the focus of the administration and look forward to continuing to 

work collaboratively with our many bee organizations to achieve that goal.” 

“I applaud the initiative set forth by the Baker Administration and MDAR to recognize our vital pollinator 

populations here in Massachusetts,” said State Representative Paul Schmid (D-Westport). “We are 

incredibly fortunate to have so many active beekeepers that maintain thousands of hives throughout the 

Commonwealth in order to provide the well-known agricultural products that make our state so great and 

promote environmental stewardship.” 

“This is an exciting collaboration for the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at UMass Amherst,” said Frank 

Mangan, Director of the Agriculture Learning Center. “Maintaining a state apiary with DAR provides 

our students, growers and bee keepers with preventative learning tools.” 

MDAR manages an Apiary Program that provides assistance to beekeepers to help them protect and 

maintain pollinators and their habitats. 

### 

DAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four 

divisions – Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and 

Crop and Pest Services – DAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the 

Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote economically and environmentally sound food safety 

and animal health measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. For more 

information, visit DAR’s website at www.mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/mdarcommish. 

Follow Commissioner Lebeaux on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/mdarcommish 

View our MDAR's website:........................ www.mass.gov/agr 

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy 

Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….………………………..www.mass.gov/blog/environment 
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