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Resolutions urging the enactment by Congress of legislation enabling
soldiers and others in the federal service to accept honors and decora-
tions proffered by the allies of the United States. Federal Relations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

RESOLUTIONS

Urging the Enactment by Congress of Legislation enabling
Soldiers and Others in the Federal Service to accept
Honors and Decorations proffered by the Allies of the
United States.

Ctje Comiuontucaltt) of QiaosacJjusetts.

1 Whereas, The federal constitution provides that no
2 person holding any office of profit or trust under the
3 United States shall, without the consent of congress,
4 accept of any present, emolument, office or title, of any
5 kind whatever, from any king, prince or foreign state, and
6 Whereas, By reason of the foregoing provision, many
7 citizens of the United States, in various branches of the
8 federal service, especially the military service, have been
9 obliged to decline the proffer of well merited honors and
10 decorations by nations in alliance with the United States
11 in the great world war, and
12 TT 7 hereas, The acceptance of such honors and decora-
-13 tions would not be at variance with the traditions,
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14 policies or interests of the United States; therefore be it
15 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
16 respectfully and earnestly urges upon congress the de-
-17 sirability of enacting such legislation as will enable our
18 soldiers, sailors and others in war service, to accept such
19 honors and decorations, and that under such restrictions
20 and conditions as may seem to it reasonable, the congress
21 offer its consent thereto.
22 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by
23 the secretary of the commonwealth to the president of
24 the United States, the secretary of war, the secretary of
25 the navy, the presiding officers of both branches of
26 congress, and to the senators and representatives in
27 congress from this commonwealth.


