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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
I have the honor to present, in compliance with chapter

50 of the Hesolves of 1860, a report of the sixteen pardons
issued by the Governor, with the advice of the Council,
during the year of my administration just closed.

Of the number thus released, eleven were in the State
Prison, four in the houses of correction and one in the Massa-
chusetts Reformatory. Seriou;
reason for the discharge of one

illness was the controlling

SAMUEL W. McCALI

SENATE

Che Commoniuealth of Massachusetts.
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Pardons granted in 1917.
No. 1. Joseph Fratus. Convicted of assault, Third

District Court of Plymouth County, Nov. 9, 1916. Sen-
tenced to the house of correction for one year. Pardoned
Jan. 17, 1917, on parole conditions, on the recommendation
of the Advisory Board of Pardons, the judge who sentenced
him and the chief of police of Plymouth. The assault was
made upon his wife, who had entirely forgiven him. Im-
mediate employment awaited him, to enable him to support
his wife and three young children. The assault was not a
severe one.

No. 2. Domenico D’Allesandro. Convicted of man-
slaughter, Superior Court, Suffolk County. Sentenced Jan.
26, 1914, to from fifteen to seventeen years in State Prison.
Pardoned February 21, upon the recommendation of the
Advisory Board of Pardons • which had very carefully in-
vestigated the case and eleven of the jurors. It appeared
from the evidence introduced before the Board that the
prisoner pleaded guilty, only after continued entreaty on the
part of the interpreter, to so much of the indictment as
charged manslaughter. There was a grave question as to
whether or not this man would have been convicted had the
case gone to the jury, on the claim that he acted simply in
self-defence and at that instant it was necessary for the
preservation of his own life to defend it as he did. In
support of this the Board appended a statement containing
the signatures of eleven of the jurors who tried the case up
to the point where the plea of defendant was retracted.
The Board, after hearing all the evidence and carefully
considering the matter, felt that there was no good reason
for the intervention of the Executive. D’Allesandro was
pardoned on parole conditions.

Nos. 3 and 4. Martin Eagan and William Welch.
Convicted of robbery, Superior Court, Worcester County,
Oct. 30, 1914. Sentenced to the State Prison for from five
to seven years. Pardoned March 14, upon parole conditions.
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on the recommendation of the Advisory Board of Pardons.
The Board was satisfied that the offence grew out of the
drunken association of four men. It was a sporadic offence
for those involved in the conviction. The Board did not
feel that these men, who were steadily employed at good
wages, were engaged in this drunken affair through any
motives of robbery. The district attorney had no objection
to the granting of the pardon. Immediate employment
awaited them.

No. 5. Allston P. Joyce. Convicted of larceny, Superior
Court, Middlesex County, April 8, 1915. Sentenced to the
house of correction for three years. Pardoned March 28,
to take effect two years from the time of his commitment.
The Advisory Board of Pardons reported as follows; “After
careful consideration of the case, having in mind the age of
the prisoner, who is now sixty-three years of age, his previous
good character, the restitution made so far as was in his
power, his conduct while in prison, his repentance of his act,
his intention of leading an orderly life if released, the Board
is of the opinion that the ends of justice would be met, and
that the interests of the public would not suffer if he should
be released.” The district attorney concurred in this
recommendation.

No. 6. Stephen R. Dow. Convicted of fraudulently
appropriating money, etc., Superior Court, Suffolk County.
Sentenced May 28, 1914, to the State Prison for from eight
to twelve years. Pardoned on parole conditions April 12,
1917. The pardon was recommended by the Advisory Board
of Pardons and many prominent citizens of Boston who were
conversant with all the circumstances of the case. The
applicant was the president of the North Lake, Algomah,
Indiana, Franklin and Corbin Mining companies. He was
also the dominant member of the brokerage firm of Stephen
R. Dow & Co., which held a seat in the Boston Stock
Exchange. The above-mentioned companies were promo-
tions of the firm, and their stocks were, with one exception,
listed on the Boston Exchange. In the organization of these
companies and thereafter the applicant and his firm freely
loaned their cash and credit, and at times the corporations
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were largely indebted to the
district attorney, under date
view of all the circumstances
the year, I could not offer an

applicant and his firm. The
of Dec. 14, 1915, wrote: “In
of the case and the season of
objection.

No. 7. Joseph Levensky Convicted of abuse of a
female child, Superior Court, Worcester County, June 1, 1915.
Sentenced to State Prison for from five to ten years. Par-
doned Sept. 29, 1917, upon the recommendation of the
district attorney, the counsel representing the family, the
father and mother of the girl, and the Advisory Board of
Pardons. It appeared that Levensky boarded with a family
in Worcester. The girl, who was fourteen years of age,
occupied a room near that of Levensky, and she had fre-
quently occupied the same room with him. At the time of
the trial it was suggested by the district attorney that the
young people be allowed to marry. This was objected to by
the parents on account of the age of the girl. Levensky was
pardoned on parole conditions.

No. 8. William Kaminsky. Convicted of murder,
second degree, Superior Court, Middlesex County, March
19, 1914. Sentenced to State Prison for life. Pardoned
September 12, on parole conditions, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Advisory Board of Pardons. The prisoner was
in failing health and probably would live but a short time,
as he was confined in the hospital with valvular heart
disease. Newly discovered evidence tended to show that
the crime might have been committed in self-defense.

No. 9. Patrick Sullivan. Convicted of murder in the
second degree, Superior Court, Middlesex County, Jan. 10,
1896. Sentenced to the State Prison for life. Pardoned
September 26, on parole conditions, on the recommendation
of Lion. Charles S. Lilley, one of the justices who presided
at the trial, and the Advisory Board of Pardons. Sullivan,
with two companions, was charged with the killing of a
farmer near Billerica on Sept. 11, 1894. One of the defend-
ants was pardoned May 27, 1904; the other died in prison
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Feb. 14, 1902. Judge Lilley, under date of July 5, said:
Patrick Sullivan has now been confined in prison for more

than twenty-one years, and I have no hesitation in saying
that in my judgment he has been sufficiently punished, and
that clemency could be extended to him at this time without
detriment to the public interest.” The Board also was
convinced that Sullivan, approximately fifty-two years old,
has now adjusted himself so that the public would not be
jeopardized by his release at this time, and felt that if
given his freedom he would re-establish himself in any
community in company with his family.

No. 10. Samuel Levine. Convicted of breaking and
entering, Superior Court, Worcester County, Feb. 16, 1916.
Sentenced to State Prison for from three to five years.
Pardoned September 26, upon the recommendation of the
Advisory Board of Pardons, which after a careful considera-
tion of the petition and the previous good character of the
prisoner, in view of the fact that this was his first offence,
and inasmuch as he had served more than eighteen months
of the sentence imposed, believed that the ends of justice
had been served and that the case was one in which execu-
tive clemency might worthily be extended by the granting
of a pardon on parole conditions.

No. 11. James F. Elisha. Convicted of murder, second
degree, Superior Court, Suffolk County, Dec. 17, 1902.
Sentenced to the State Prison for life. Pardoned on parole
conditions Nov. 14, 1917. The prisoner was designated
by the warden as the long-term prisoner most worthy of
consideration. He was apparently friendless and his con-
duct in the institution had been most praiseworthy. It was
believed that the prisoner acted without premeditation.
Pie has expressed a great regret, has served more than
fourteen years, and appeared to be truly repentant and
inspired with a firm purpose to live righteously if released.
The Board unanimously recommended that a pardon be
granted on parole conditions.

No. 12. Dominic Russo. Convicted of larceny from
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the person, Superior Court, Middlesex County, Nov, 18,
1914. Sentenced to the State Prison for from three and a
half to five years. He was transferred to the Bridgewater
State Hospital March 31, 1916, as an insane prisoner. The
Board felt that Russo had been sufficiently punished for the
crime for which he was committed, and believed that he
should be dealt with by the Commission on Mental Diseases
as an insane man. He was pardoned to be placed in care of
the Commission.

No. 13. Michael Esslay. Convicted of burning to
defraud, Superior Court, Essex County, Jan. 28, 1914. Sen-
tenced to three and a half to four and a half years in the
State Prison. Removed to the State Farm at Bridgewater.
Pardoned Dec. 5, 1917, upon the recommendation of the
Advisory Board of Pardons. It was stated that it would
be wise to remove all further restraint upon Esslay as a
criminal and to leave him as an insane prisoner to the care
and custody of the Commission on Mental Diseases.

No. 14. Joseph Taffle. Convicted of larceny, Second
Eastern District Court, Middlesex County, June 18, 1914.
Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeter-
minate sentence. Transferred to the State Farm. Pardoned
December 5, on the recommendation of the Advisory Board
of Pardons, for the reason that the prisoner’s condition was
such that it was apparent even to a layman that it would
be wise to remove all further restraint as a criminal and to
leave him as an insane prisoner in the care and custody of
the Commission on Mental Diseases.

No 15. Cecil A. Moore. Convicted of non-support of
wife, Superior Court, Middlesex County, Nov. 21, 1917. Sen-
tenced to the house of correction for a term of eight months.
Pardoned December 26, upon the recommendation of the
probation officer, the district attorney and the Advisory
Board of Pardons.

Convicted of robbery, Su-No. 16. Martin Ostofski.
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perior Court, Suffolk County, April 20, 1917. Sentenced
to the house of correction for two years. Pardoned Decem-
ber 26, upon the recommendation of the Advisory Board
of Pardons and the prosecuting officer, who were of the
opinion that the interests of the prisoner and of the com-
munity in which he may live and move in the future would
best be served by his release. The prisoner had a wife and
three children who were in destitute circumstances and
supported by the city of Chelsea. This was his first offense.




