
SENATE 65

To accompany the petition of Charles E. Burbank and another
that a judicature commission be appointed. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
To provide for a Judicature Commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall, forthwith upon
3 the passage of this act, appoint a commission of
4 five persons to investigate the judicature of the
5 commonwealth with a view to ascertaining
6 whether any and what changes and improvements
7 in the organization, rules and methods of pro-
-8 cedure and practice of the several courts, the
9 number and jurisdiction thereof, and the number

10 and powers of the judges therein, and all offices
11 and officers connected therewith, may be advan-
-12 tageously made, in such manner as to insure the
13 more prompt, economical and satisfactory dis-
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[Jan.JUDICATURE COMMISSION.
14 patch of judicial business. The commission
lo shall be known as the “judicature commission”,
16 and shall report to the general court on or before
17 the first Wednesday in January in the year nine-
-18 teen hundred and twenty, its conclusions with
19 such drafts of proposed legislation as it may see
20 fit to recommend, and shall report to the governor,
21 when requested, as to the progress of its work.

1 Section 2. Immediately upon its appoint-
-2 ment and qualification, the commission shall
3 consider what changes in the constitution or
4 frame of government of the commonwealth, par-
-5 ticularly those portions relating to the organ-
-6 ization of the judiciary, may be necessary in
7 order to give validity to the legislation that it
,8 may recommend to the general court or to the
9 governor, and shall, as soon as practicable after

10 the reconvening of the convention, called to re-
-11 vise, alter or amend the constitution under the
12 provisions of chapter ninety-eight of the General
13 Acts of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen,
14 communicate to the president of said convention
15 its conclusions and recommendations in the
16 premises.

1 Section 3. The commission may give public
2 hearings, shall have power to administer oaths
3 and to require the attendance of witnesses and
4 the production of books and documents and may
5 cause a stenographic report of the proceedings
6 before it to be made. A witness who gives false
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7 testimony or who fails to appear when duly
8 summoned shall be subject to the same penalties
9 as are provided for a witness before a court.

1 Section 4. No member of said commission
2 shall receive any compensation for his services,
3 but the commission and the several members
4 thereof shall be allowed from the state treasury
5 such expenses for clerical and other services,
6 travel and incidentals as the governor and
7 council shall approve, not exceeding the sum
8 of ten thousand dollars in any one year.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




