
SENATE No. 331

To accompany the petition of William H. Stewart, president of
the Springfield Chamber of Commerce, and others that the Massa-
chusetts Highway Commission be authorized to keep certain highways
passable for motor vehicles during the winter months. Roads and
Bridges.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
To authorize the Massachusetts Highway Commis-

sion to keep Certain Highways on Main Through
Routes Passable for Motor Vehicles during the
Winter Months.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts highway com-
-2 mission is hereby authorized to expend from the
3 Motor Vehicle Fees Fund a sum not exceeding
4 dollars for the purpose of keeping open
5 and reasonably passable for motor vehicles from
6 November first, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
7 to May first, nineteen hundred and nineteen, such
8 state highways as said commission may deter-
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9 mine. It may use such portion of the said sum
10 of money for the purchase of such equipment, in-
-11 eluding motor trucks or other machinery, ve-
-12 hides, draft animals and tools as it may deem
13 necessary.

1 Section 2. The state highways to be kept
2 open and passable by said commission under this
3 act shall be those situated upon the heavily
4 travelled main through routes connecting the
5 larger centres of population, and shall include
6 routes where it is possible to keep said highways
7 reasonably passable at all times except during an
8 extremely heavy snow fall, but shall not include
9 highways where there is little traffic during the

10 winter, nor highways where a very large portion
11 of the traffic during the winter months is carried
12 on runners and where clearing the roads of snow
13 would render them impassable for the local traffic.

1 Section 3. Nothing in this act shall render
2 the commonwealth liable to pay any damages
3 which it is not already liable for under existing
4 laws, nor shall this act in any way relieve the
5 cities and towns from keeping the highways
6 cleared from ice and snow under existing laws,
7 excepting only such portions of the state highways
8 as said commission is clearing under this act.

1 Section 4. Said commission is hereby author-
-2 ized to make contracts with the city or town
3 authorities, or with some individual, partnership
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4 or corporation, to do the necessary work or any
5 part thereof, or to furnish the labor, teams,
6 trucks, machinery or other equipment necessary
7 to carry out the provisions of this act, or to make
8 such other arrangements for said work as it may
9 deem expedient.




