
SENATE No. 360
To accompany the petition of Pehr G. Holmes, mayor, and others,

that the city of Worcester be authorized to increase its water supply.
Water Supply.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Worcester to Increase its

Water Supply.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Worcester is hereby
2 authorized, for the purpose of increasing its
3 water supply, to take by purchase or otherwise,
4 from time to time, and to hold and convey into
5 and through said city the waters of South Wa-
-6 chusett brook, so-called, and the waters of
7 Quinapoxet brook, so-called, at or near an eleva-
-8 tion of seven hundred eight feet above mean sea
9 level at Boston, all of said places of taking being

10 in the town of Holden, and also the waters in any
11 reservoirs thereon and the waters flowing into
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12 and from the same, and all springs and tributaries
13 thereto, and the water rights connected with said
14 sources above said places of taking; and the said
15 city may take existing reservoirs and ponds
16 upon said streams and their tributaries above the
17 points at which it may take the said waters; and
18 may by aqueduct bring the waters so taken
19 directly into the city or through any reservoir
20 and any aqueduct belonging to said city and now
21 existing; and may construct and lay conduits,
22 pipes and other works under or over lands, water
23 courses, railroads, railways, public or private
24 ways and along such ways; and may take by
25 purchase or otherwise and hold in fee or other-
-26 wise any lands, dams or structures, easements or
27 rights in land on and around said South Wachusett
28 brook and Quinapoxet brook, and their tribu-
-29 taries, and the said city may build and maintain
30 dams, conduits, canals, water courses, pipes,
31 reservoirs, and such other works as may be
32 deemed necessary for collecting, purifying, stor-
-33 ing, discharging, conducting or distributing said
34 waters or preserving the purity thereof.

1 Section 2. The rights, powers and authority
2 given by this act shall be exercised by the city of
3 Worcester from time to time by such officers,
4 servants and agents as the city council may
5 appoint, ordain and direct, and said city shall be
6 entitled to all rights and, except as herein other-
-7 wise provided, shall be subject to all the duties
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8 and liabilities set forth in chapter three hundred
9 and sixty-one of the acts of the year eighteen

10 hundred and seventy-one.

1 Section 3. The city shall be liable for all
2 damages to property sustained by the common-
-3 wealth or by any persons by the taking of any
4 land, easements, rights in land, water or water
5 rights as aforesaid, or by the construction of any
6 aqueducts, reservoirs or other works by au-
7 thority hereof, the same to be ascertained and
8 determined so far as the commonwealth is con-
9 cerned in the manner set forth in chapter four

10 hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year
11 eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, and so far
12 as all other persons are concerned in the manner
13 and within the time set forth in said chapter
14 three hundred and sixty-one of the acts of the
15 year eighteen hundred and seventy-one; pro-
IQ vided, however, that no application shall be made
17 for the assessment of damages for the taking of
18 any water or water rights or for any injury thereto
19 until the water is actually diverted under au-

-20 thority of this act, and no water shall be diverted
21 until said city has given at least three months
22 notice to all parties by publishing the same in
23 two daily newspapers published in said Worcester,
24 said notice to set forth the fact that said city
25 intends to divert said waters and to fix the exact
26 day upon which it intends to divert the same;
27 and the day so fixed shall be deemed the time of
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28 actual diversion, and the application aforesaid
29 may be made within one year after such actual
30 diversion.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of defraying all
2 costs and expenses incident to the acts herein
3 authorized, including the payment for land,
4 water and water rights taken or purchased, the
5 city council shall have authority to borrow from
6 time to time such sums of money as it shall deem
7 necessary, to an amount not exceeding five
8 hundred thousand dollars, and to issue therefor
9 notes, bonds or certificates of indebtedness, to

10 be denominated on the face thereof, Worcester
11 Water Script, and subject to the provisions of
12 chapter twenty-seven of the Revised Laws and
13 acts in amendment thereof and addition thereto.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


