
SENATE 364

To accompany the petition of George Fred Hart for legislation
relative to the dissemination of information concerning certain diseases
by State or municipal health authorities. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Dissemination by Advertisement or

Otherwise of Information concerning Certain
Diseases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter three hundred and eighty-six of the
2 year nineteen hundred and eight is hereby
3 amended by adding to the last sentence thereof,
4 after the words: “.

. . nor to newspapers printed
5 outside of this commonwealth”, the words; —nor
6 to the printing, publishing or distribution of any
7 matter pertaining to venereal diseases by state
8 or municipal health authorities, —so that the
9 said chapter shall read as follows: Whoever

10 publishes, delivers, distributes or causes to be
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11 published, delivered, or distributed, an advertise-
-12 ment, statement or notice, other than a label
13 which is attached to a bottle or package of medi-
-14 cine, or which is contained in a sealed package of
15 medicine, describing the causes, symptoms, de-
16 tails or effects of a venereal disease, or of a disease,
17 infirmity or condition of the sexual organs, for
18 the purpose of calling attention to or advertising
19 a person or persons from whom, or an office or
20 place at which, information, treatment, or advice
21 may be obtained concerning such diseases or
22 conditions, shall be punished by imprisonment
23 for not more than six months or by a fine of not
24 less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars,
25 or by both such fine and imprisonment. But
26 the prohibitions of this act shall not be deemed
27 to apply to the printing or delivering in sealed
28 packages outside of this commonwealth of books,
29 pamphlets, or circulars containing such adver-
30 tisements; nor to newspapers printed outside of
31 this commonwealth; nor to the printing, pub-
32 lishing or distribution of any matter pertaining
33 to venereal diseases by state or municipal health
34 authorities.


