
SENATE No. 380

Mr. Dahlborg moves that this resolve be substituted for the House
Resolve providing for a special commission to investigate and con-
sider the methods of treating defective delinquents and criminals.
(House,' No. 1491).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

RESOLVE

Providing for a Special Recess Commission to investigate
the Methods of Control, Custody and Treatment of
Defective Delinquents and Certain Other Persons.

1 Resolved, That a special commission be established, to
2 consist of two members of the senate to be appointed by
3 the president, four members of the house of representa-
-4 tives to be appointed by the speaker, and three other
5 persons to be appointed by the governor, with the advice
6 and consent of the council, to be known as the com-
-7 mission on methods of control, custody and treatment
8 of defective delinquents, who shall sit during the recess
9 of the general court for the purpose of investigating and

10 considering all matters relative to the control, custody
11 and treatment of defective delinquents, feeble-minded
12 persons, persons suffering from excessive use of alcohol or
13 drugs, criminals and misdemeanants. Said commission
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14 shall especially consider the subject matter of house
15 document eighty-one and one thousand and seventy-five
16 of nineteen hundred and eighteen; also the need of
17 additional accommodations for the custody of such
IS persons, either by the establishment of departments
19 under the provisions of chapter five hundred and ninety-

-20 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven, or by the
21 acquisition of additional land and the construction of new
22 buildings, or otherwise as the commission may suggest.
23 Said commission shall consider the advisability of utiliz-
-24 ing for such purpose the Norfolk state hospital and any
25 other existing institutions now under the control of the
26 commonwealth or the counties thereof. Said commission
27 shall also especially consider the present methods of
28 custody and treatment of female criminals or misdemean-
-29 ants who are feeble-minded or diseased and shall suggest
30 any other methods which in its opinion will better pro-
-31 tect the public health and promote the public welfare.
32 Said commission may consult with other officials and
33 boards of the state and the counties thereof, and shall be
34 advised by the director of the Massachusetts bureau of
35 prisons, the chairman of the advisory prison board, the
36 chairman of the commission on mental diseases, the
37 secretary of the state board of charity, the superintendent
38 of the Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded and the
39 supervisor of administration. The commission shall
40 report in writing to the general court on or before the
41 first day of February, nineteen hundred and nineteen,
42 its findings, together with recommendations for legisla-
-43 tion, shall receive such compensation as may be approved
44 by the governor and council, and may expend in its
45 investigation the sum of one thousand dollars.


