
SENATE No. 392

Mr. Buckley moves that this bill be substituted for the House report
of the committee on Social Welfare, leave to withdraw, on the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 871 of the Massachusetts
State Branch of the American Federation of Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
Authorizing Cities and Towns to provide their

Citizens with Homesteads.

1 Section 1. During the existence of war, pub-
-2 lie exigency, emergency or distress, the several
3 cities and towns of the commonwealth are hereby
4 authorized to provide shelter for their inhabitants
5 in the manner hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. Any citizen of the United States
2 having dependent children, whose annual income
3 does not exceed fifteen hundred dollars and whose
4 property does not exceed one thousand dollars.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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5 may apply to the city council or to the selectmen
6 of the city or town in which he has resided for at
7 least one year prior to the date of his application,
8 for the grant of a homestead and plot of land.
9 Such application shall set forth the name, income

10 and property of the applicant, the number and
11 ages of his dependent children, and his place of
12 residence for one year prior to the date of his
13 application, together with such other facts as the
14 city council or selectmen may require.

1 Section 3. If during the pendency of an ap-
-2 plication described in section two, a city or town
3 holds title to land or buildings taken for non-
-4 payment of taxes under the provisions of section
5 fifty-four of Part II of chapter four hundred
6 and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 nine, upon which the right of redemption has
8 expired, and it is practicable to utilize said land
9 or buildings as homesteads in compliance with

10 any such pending application, the city or town
11 shall forthwith proceed to alter or improve the
12 same in such manner as to render said land or
13 buildings suitable to meet the needs of such ap-
-14 plicant, and shall thereupon rent, lease or sell the
15 same to such applicant, at such rate or price as
16 will secure it from financial loss.

1 Section 4. In case a city or town upon the
2 receipt or during the pendency of an application
3 described in section two does not hold title to
4 unredeemable land or buildings taken for non-
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5 payment of taxes, suitable to enable it to comply
6 with such an application, it may purchase suitable
7 land or buildings within its limits at a price not
8 exceeding per cent in excess of
9 the assessed valuation thereof and may alter or

10 improve the same to the same extent as if such
11 land or buildings had been acquired because of
12 the non-payment of taxes. A city or town shall
13 not proceed to sell any property for the non-
-14 payment of taxes under the provisions of sections
15 thirty-six to forty-four, inclusive, of Part II of
16 said chapter four hundred and ninety which
17 would be suitable to enable it to comply with any
18 application described in section two until every
19 such application has been satisfied or withdrawn.

1 Section 5. All plans and specifications for
2 the alteration or construction of homesteads
3 under the provisions of this act shall be subject
4 to the approval of the homestead commission
5 and of the governor and council. The cost of
6 construction of houses erected under the provi-
-7 sions hereof shall not exceed twenty-five hundred
8 dollars.

1 Section 6. For the purpose of carrying out
2 the provisions of this act, a city or town may
3 borrow money in excess of the statutory limit to
4 an amount not exceeding one quarter of one per
5 cent of its total taxable valuation.




