
SENATE No. 425

Senate, May 28, 1918.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the House Bill relative to the construction of, addi-
tions to or alterations of buildings owned by the Common-
wealth (House, No. 1527), report recommending that the
same ought to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the committee,

CHARLES S. SMITH.

Cfie Commonluealti) of sgassadnisctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Construction and Improvement of

Buildings at State Institutions.

Cljc Commontoealtj) ot e^assaciuisetts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Preliminary studies and general
2 specifications sufficient for a careful estimate by a
3 competent contractor, and at least one such
4 estimate of the cost of any new construction, in-
5 eluding heating, plumbing, lighting, ventilating
6 and equipment, or alteration or repair of existing
7 construction for which it is intended to petition
8 the general court for an appropriation of money,
9 shall be submitted on or before November first

10 next preceding the legislative session in which it is
11 intended to request the consideration thereof, to
12 the board or commission which has supervision of
13 the institution, public or private, for which such
14 work is proposed. Such board or commission
15 may employ expert assistance in the consideration
16 and preparation of studies and specifications,
17 which shall conform to the standards of construe-
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18 tion and accommodation that the said board or
19 commission may from time to time establish.

1 Section 2. Copies of the preliminary studies,
2 general specifications and estimates for every such
3 work shall be filed with the board or commission,
4 and no essential deviation shall be made in the
5 execution of the work except with its approval in
6 writing.

1 Section 3. When an appropriation has been
2 made for any such work, the board or commission
3 authorized to carry out the work shall cause to be
4 prepared working drawings and specifications
5 conforming to the preliminary studies on file,
6 shall secure competitive estimates, and shall
7 award contracts to the lowest responsible and
8 eligible bidders; but no contract shall be awarded
9 unless -the amount available is sufficient to com-

10 plete the entire work within the amount appro-
-11 printed therefor.

1 Section 4. Any petition for an appropriation
2 of money by the commonwealth for such new
3 construction, alteration, or repair, which is not
4 under the supervision of a state board or commis-
-5 sion, shall be accompanied by such studies,
6 specifications, and estimates of cost, as are called
7 for in section one, for submission to the commit-
-8 tees of the legislature by whom it shall be con-
-9 sidered. Reasonable amounts in compensation

10 for such preliminary studies, specifications and
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11 estimates, not exceeding one per cent of the esti-
-12 mated cost of construction, and for expert assist-
-13 ance in the consideration thereof, may annually
14 be expended. Bills of such expenses shall not be
15 paid until they have been approved by the board
16 or commission concerned. Such bills shall be
17 seasonably rendered and passed upon, and shall be
18 included in the appropriations for the said con-
-19 struction, alterations or repairs; or, if no such
20 appropriations be made, the approved bills afore-
-21 said shall be paid from the treasury of the
22 commonwealth.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


