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To the Honorable Clerk of the House of Representativ

I herewith submit the annual summary of the work of the
Bureau of Statistics for the year 1919, in accordance with the
requirements of section 3, chapter 371, Acts of 1909.

GEO. A. BACON,

C&c Commotnucalil) of sgassaclmsetts.

Director
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

A summary of the work of the Bureau of Statistics for the
year 1919 is respectfully submitted herewith in accordance
with the requirements of section 3, chapter 371, Acts of 1909.
This work has comprised, as in former years, the gathering,
tabulation, and publication of statistics relating to labor,
manufactures, and municipal finances, together with certain
administrative duties in connection with the latter, the con-
duct of the State Public Employment Offices, the completion
of the work upon the Decennial Census of 1915, and an in-
vestigation and special report relative to the assessed value
of land, now owned by each private charitable or educational
institution in each city or town in the Commonwealth, which
is used for charitable or educational purposes and is exempt
from taxation, this having been made pursuant to the pro-
visions of chapter 31, Resolves of 1919.

Mr. Charles F. Gettemy resigned as Director of the Bureau
of Statistics on July 14, 1919, after a successful career of
twelve years, and the undersigned was appointed as his
successor on August 13. Under the consolidation act, the
Bureau is abolished on November 30, and its several activi-
ties are assigned to the following State departments: the
Labor and Manufactures Divisions and the Public Employ-
ment Offices to the Department of Labor and Industries;
the Municipal Division to the Department of Corporations
and Taxation; and the Census Division to the office of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Cfje Commontoealt!) of epassacimsetts.

ANNUAL SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE
BUREAU OF STATISTICS.
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Labor Statistics. —■ During the year ending November 30,
1919, five Labor Bulletins were issued, two of these (Nos.
125 and 126) as Parts 111 and IV, respectively, of the “Forty-
ninth Annual Report on the Statistics of Labor” (Public
Document No. 15) for the year 1918, and the other three
(Nos. 127, 128, and 129) as Parts I, 11, and 111, respectively.
of the corresponding report for the year 1919. The titles of
these bulletins are as follows:-—

No. 125 (Part 111, 1918). Labor Legislation in Massachusetts, 1918.
No. 126 (Part IV, 1918). Statistics of Labor Organizations in

Massachusetts, 1916 and 1917.
No. 127 (Part I, 1919). Eighteenth Annual Directory of Labor

Organizations in Massachusetts, 1919.
No. 128 (Part 11, 1919). Ninth Annual Report on Union Scale of

Wages and Hours of Labor in Massachusetts, 1918.
No. 129 (Part 111, 1919). Labor Legislation in Massachusetts, 1915

to 1919, inclusive.

Two other Labor Bulletins, money for the printing of
which was provided in the Bureau appropriation for the
fiscal year ending November 30, 1919, are in the process of
compilation. The copy for one of the bulletins (No. 130),
entitled “Statistics of Labor Organizations in (Massachusetts
1918,” to be issued as Part IV, is nearlv ready to be senlart IV. is nearlv ready to be sent
to the printer, while the tabulations for the other report
“Wages and Hours in the (Metal Trades in (Massachusett

1914 to 1918,” covering the period of the war, are in ar
advanced stage, but it will bar
report in the annual report foi

Ily be possible to include thi
the vear 1919

In addition to the Labor Bu
quarterly reports (usually of
subject of “Employment in
issued during the fiscal year,
ending, respectively, Septembe
and March 31, June 30, and 8

erated above, fivtin

about 16 j; ,ch) on the
Massachusetts” have beer

these being for the quarters
• 30 and December 31, 1918,

September 30, 1919
A considerable part of the w

consisted in the answering of :
labor and industrial conditio:
some instances the purpose fc
desired justified the making

>rk of the Labor Division ha
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r which the information was
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tabulations from data on file, the results of which do not
form a part of the printed reports.

The library of the Bureau, which, for administrative pur-
poses, has been under the immediate supervision of the Chief
of the Labor Division, has afforded opportunity for many
inquirers to consult reports and other publications relative
to those industrial topics which, during the present period of
industrial reconstruction, have become of predominant in-
terest.

Manufactures Statistics. ■—■ During the year the “Annual
Report on the Statistics of Manufactures” (Public Docu-
ment No. 36), covering the business of the year 1917, was
published, and the report for 1918, covering returns for 9,865
manufacturing establishments, is now in the hands of the
printer. A plan of co-operation between this Bureau and the
United States Bureau of the Census for taking the census of
manufactures in Massachusetts in 1920 is now under con-
sideration, the proposed plan being similar to that followed
in 1910.

Municipal Finances. —• “The Eleventh Annual Report on
the Statistics of Municipal Finances” (Public Document No.
79) was issued during the year, and the twelfth annual report
is now in the hands of the printer and will soon be ready for
distribution.

Data such as found in these reports should prove of great
value during the reconstruction period, since accurate in-
formation relative to- the costs of government will serve as a
guide in estimating costs of activities likely to be entered
into by our municipalities.

In the eleventh annual report it was recommended that
legislation be enacted that would place in a central office in-
formation relative to indebtedness authorized and issued,
and, as a result, an act was passed requiring cities, towns,
and districts to notify the Director of the Bureau of Statis-
tics of the authorization and issue of all loans. This act has
been in operation less than one year, yet, even at the present
time, it is evident that information relative to indebtedness
outstanding, as well as debt authorized and unissued, is of
great value in connection with the certifying of town notes;
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and it also enables us to furnish investors in municipal se-
curities with definite information relative to the financial
standing of the cities and towns of the Commonwealth.

In response to petitions received from the various cities
and towns, practically the entire time of our force of exam-
iners has been given to the auditing of accounts and the in-
stallation of the standard accounting system. At the time
of the issue of our last report, the Bureau had made an audit
of the accounts or had installed the standard accounting sys-
tem in ninety-five of our municipalities. Since that time
there have been received petitions for an audit of accounts
and the installation of accounting systems in six additional
towns, and also for the installation of a system in one of the
cities in which an audit had previously been made. In addi-
tion to these, petitions have been received for annual audits
in a number of our cities and towns, and also a number of
requests from selectmen for audits to be made in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 192 of the General Acts of
1917, so that our force of examiners has been able to give
but little time to the preparation of the annual report on
statistics of municipal financ

Public Employment Offices. During the past year “The
Twelfth Annual Report on the State Public Employment
Offices” was issued, and the thirteenth annual report, cover-
ing the activities of the three offices (located, respectively, in
Boston, Springfield, and Worcester), for the year 1919 is now
in course of preparation. During the war the Federal gov-
ernment established twenty-seven employment offices in this
State to assist in securing much needed help for the many
war industries, but during the year 1919 all of such offices
were closed, leaving the three State offices to supply the help
required by employers of the Commonwealth.

The Legislature of 1919 made a special appropriation of
§9,000, to be used by the Director of the Bureau in securing
employment for returning soldiers, sailors, marines, and other
service men, which has enabled the three State offices to make
special efforts to place them, with very creditable results,
when it is taken into consideration that there was established
and is now in operation in Boston a special department with
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a director and a large corps of assistants, financed by the
State, the city, and numerous philanthropists, for the sole
purpose of securing positions for ex-service men. All the big
associations, such as the Red Cross, the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association, the Salvation Army, and the Knights of
Columbus, have made special drives during the year for the
purpose of placing these men, and the State offices have been
and are co-operating with all of these efforts.

The Decennial Census. During the year Parts 11, 111,
IV, V, and the bound volume of the Decennial Census of
1915 have been published.

Respectfully submitted

GEORGE A. BACON
Director, Bureau of Stati

No- 9, 1919.
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