
HOUSE No. 325

Bill accompanying the petition of Joseph H. Handford relative to
the assessment and collection of poll taxes. Taxation. January 13.

AN ACT
Relative to the Assessment and Collection of Poll Taxes.

1 Whereas, It is important that this act should take effect
2 during the current year, it is hereby declared to be an

emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
4 of the public convenience.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

hall be assessed and collected1 Section 1. Poll taxc

for the years nineteen hundred and twenty, nineteen
3 hundred and twenty-one, nineteen hundred and twenty-
-4 two and nineteen hundred and twenty-three in the fol-
-5 lowing manner; Every male inhabitant in the common-
-6 wealth on April first, above the age of twenty years,

whether a citizen of the United States or an alien, shall
8 annually, in the first week of April, on such days as may
9 be designated by the assessors of the city or town in

CJje Commontucalt!) of QpassacJnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.
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10 which he lives, present himself or forward to such place
11 in the city, town or precinct as shall be designated by
12 the assessors, his name, age, occupation and residence
13 on the first day of April of the current year and also on
14 the first day of April of the preceding year. This regis-
-15 tration may also be sent by mail or forwarded by mes-
-16 senger to the registration precincts or to the Assessors’
17 office on the days designated. For the purpose of carry-
-18 ing this act into effect, the assessors may appoint deputy
19 assessors, whose duty it shall be to receive the informa-
-20 tion to be presented as aforesaid, and the collector of
21 taxes in each city or town may appoint deputy collectors
22 for each precinct, where there are precincts, to receive
23 payment of the poll taxes which should then be due and
24 to give receipts for the same. The assessment and pay-
-25 ment of the poll tax shall be concurrent.
26 All bills for poll taxes shall be made in triplicate form,
27 and one copy shall be retained by the assessor, one copy
28 given to the collector of taxes and the original bill, re-
-29 ceipted, given to the person assessed. Any person claim-
-30 ing exemption from the provisions of this act shall apply
31 to the assessors during the first week in April of the year
32 for which he claims exemption, and any application for

33 abatement shall be made within six months after the date
34 of the assessment.

1 Section 2. Any person to whom this act applies who
2 neglects to register and pay his poll tax, as above pro-
-3 vided, unless exempted by the assessors, shall be liable
4 to a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars or to

5 imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months,
6 provided that any person who is physically disabled from

7 complying with the provisions of this act or who was

8 absent from the commonwealth during the first week of
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9 April as aforesaid, shall, upon filing an affidavit to that
10 effect with the assessors for the city or town in which he
11 lives, and upon approval of the affidavit by the assessors,
12 be exempt from the penalty aforesaid, provided that he
13 gives the information above required and pays his poll
14 tax within such a reasonable time as shall be fixed by the
15 collector of taxes.

1 Section 3. Printed copies of this act shall be posted
2 in three different places in each city and town and in
3 each precinct, where there are precincts, at least thirty
4 days prior to April first of each year, and may.also be
5 advertised in a newspaper published in the city or town
6 concerned at least five days prior to the first day of April.
7 In case no newspaper is published in the city or town,
8 the publication may be made in some newspaper pub-
-9 lished in the county in which the city or town is situated.

1 Section 4. Printed forms necessary to carry out the
2 provisions of this act shall be provided by the collectors
3 of taxes for the several cities and towns, subject to ap-
-4 proval by the city or town solicitor.

1 Section 5. So much of chapter four hundred and
2 ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, and the
3 amendments thereof, and of any other act as is incon-
-4 sistent herewith is hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. So far as concerns the payment of poll
2 taxes and the giving of the information hereby required,
3 this act shall take effect on the first day of April, nineteen
4 hundred and twenty, and for all other purposes it shall
5 take effect upon its passage.




