
HOUSE No. 545
Bill accompanying the petition of Charles S. Ashley, mayor, that the

city of New Bedford be authorized to incur indebtedness for the purpose
of erecting a memorial building to soldiers and sailors. Municipal
Finance. January 16.

AN ACT
To provide for a Memorial Public Auditorium in the City of

New Bedford.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of erecting a memorial
2 public auditorium in the city of New Bedford there is
3 hereby established a memorial public building commission
4 for the city of New Bedford, hereafter referred to as the
5 commission, which shall be composed of the mayor, the

. 6 president of the board of aldermen, the president of the
7 common council, ex-officio, and four other members, one
8 of whom may be a woman, citizens of New Bedford, who
9 shall be appointed by the mayor with the approval of the

10 city council in convention.

Cf)c Commontocaltl) of e^assacbusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

1 Section 2. The term of the appointive members of
2 the commission shall be five years from the date of their
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3 appointment; provided, however, that upon completion of
4 the building it shall be turned over to the city of New
5 Bedford, and upon its acceptance by the city council the
6 term of office of the commission shall cease. Any va-
-7 cancy caused by the death, resignation or removal of any
8 appointive member of the commission shall be filled for
9 the unexpired term in the original manner of appoint-

-10 ment. All members of the commission shall serve with-
-11 out compensation and no member shall have any finan-
-12 cial interest, directly or indirectly, in the purchase of
13 land for or the work of constructing the building, or in
14 any contract relating thereto. The mayor shall be chair-
-15 man of the commission, and the city clerk shall be its
16 secretary. The commission shall keep a record of its pro-
-17 ceedings, which record, at the expiration of its existence,
18 shall become a part of the records of the city of New
19 Bedford, kept in the office of the city clerk.

1 Section 3. The commission shall have and exercise
in accordance with the provisions of this act, all corporate

3 powers of the city with respect to the acquirement of
4 land for the memorial auditorium, and the erection and
5 equipment of said building. The commission may act on
6 any matter in which it has jurisdiction by the majority
i vote of all its members at any meeting of which each
8 member shall have had written notice, delivered at the
9 last and usual abode of said member at least twenty-four

10 hours preceding the time for which said meeting is
11 called, piovided, however, that the onmmlwinn Kt unani.that the commission, by imam-
12 mous consent of all its members, may waive such notice
13 with relation to any specific meetine.

1 Section 4. The city auditor, the city treasurer, the
2 city solicitor, the superintendent of buildings, and the3 inspector of wires, all officials of the city of New Bedford
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4 shall act for the commission as for other city departments.
5 The city auditor shall keep a separate account, covering
6 all receipts and expenditures of the commission, and shall
7 prepare a monthly audit schedule for the approval of the
8 commission before the payment of bills. The city treas-
-9 urer shall keep a separate account of all funds received

10 for the purposes of the commission, and shall pay out the
11 same as directed by the commission. The commission
12 shall make a report of its doings to the city council,
13 annually in the month of January during its existence,
14 which report shall be printed with the other annual re-
-15 ports in the volume known as the “City Documents”,
16 and shall include in this report a detailed statement of its
17 receipts and expenditures at the end of each fiscal year
18 and until the completion of the building.

1 Section 5. The commission is hereby authorized, in
2 the name of and in behalf of the city of New Bedford, to

3 acquire, by purchase or otherwise, under the provisions of
4 law, land within the limits of the city as a site for said
5 building, and to make all necessary contracts for the
6 erection thereon and the furnishing and equipping of a
7 public hall or auditorium for the use of the people. All
8 contracts made by the commission shall be signed by the
9 chairman and all the members of the commission, when

10 feasible, but in no event by less than a majority of the
11 members thereof, after a vote of the commission, duly
12 recorded, authorizing the same.

1 Section 6. To provide for the necessary funds for
2 carrying out the provisions of this act, the commission, in
3 the name of and in behalf of the city of New Bedford, is
4 hereby authorized to borrow outside the limit of indebted-
-5 ness fixed by law, a sum or sums of money, not exceeding
6 dollars, and to issue
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7 bonds or notes of the city therefor. Such bonds or notes
8 shall be issued at such times and in such amounts as the
9 commission may determine, shall be denominated on the

10 face thereof, “New Bedford Memorial Auditorium Loan,
11 Act of 1920”, shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding

12 per cent per annum, as may be fixed by the com-

13 mission, and shall be payable in such annual payments,

14 beginning not more than one year after the date thereof,
15 as will extinguish the loan within twenty years after its
16 date. The amount of each annual payment shall be not

17 less than the amount of the principal of the loan payable

18 in any subsequent year. Each authorized issue of bonds
19 or notes shall constitute a separate loan. Said securities
20 may be sold at public or private sale, upon such terms
21 and conditions as the commission may determine, but not

22 for less than their par value. The provisions of section
23 fourteen of chapter seven hundred and nineteen of the
24 acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen, and all acts in
25 amendment thereof or in addition thereto, shall apply to

26 all loans made under the authority of this act. All bonds
r notes issued under the authority of this act shall be

18 negotiated in behalf of the commission by the city trea

1 urer, and shall be signed by him and countersigned by the
10 mayor in his capacity as mayor and chairman of the

31 commission, their several signatures being attested by the
32 city clerk, under seal.

1 Section 7. The building shall be known as the “New
Bedford Memorial Auditorium” and shall be dedicated to
the citizens of New Bedford in the service of the United

4 States and its allies during the world war. It shall, in
3 addition to the public hall or auditorium, contain such

6 other rooms and accommodations as tli P
•

™ <ls Tll e commission may
7 determine may be necessary and convenient for use in



HOUSE No. 545.1920.1 O

8 connection with such a building. Provision shall be made,
9 if in the opinion of the commission it is deemed proper,

10 for the display of the names of citizens of New Bedford
11 who have served in the armies or navies of the United
12 States or its allies during the world war, and for- the
13 preservation and exhibition of records and articles of his-
-14 torical interest in connection therewith.

1 Section 8. When said building has been completed
2 and has been accepted by the city council, it shall be ad-
3 ministered by a committee of the city council, acting
4 under an ordinance duly passed. No charge for the use of
5 any portion of the building or grounds shall be made
6 when the same is used for meetings of any educational
7 institution under control of the city, state or federal
8 governments, or for any lecture, entertainment, exhibi-
-9 tion or other meeting to which the public is admitted
10 without charge. Free use of any portion of the building
11 or grounds shall not be permitted for any purpose where
12 an admission fee is charged directly or indirectly, or a
13 collection taken, or where any articles are sold from which
14 any form of income or profit is derived; provided, hoiv-
-15 ever, that the city council committee in charge, if author-
-16 ized by city ordinance, may make exceptions where the
17 civic interest of the city is involved.

1 Section 9. Any acts or parts of acts inconsistent here-
-2 with are hereby repealed.

1 Section 10. This act, shall take effect upon its ac-
-2 ceptance by the city council of the city of New Bedford
3 providing that such acceptance occurs prior to the thirty
4 first day of December in the current year.








