
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OE HIGH-
WAYS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE OF A STATE HIGHWAY
IN THE TOWN OF WILLIAMSTOWN.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

Under the provisions of chapter 62 of the Resolves of 1919
the Massachusetts Highway Commission was directed to
make an investigation and report relative to the construction
of a State highway in the town of Williamstown. Said
resolve reads as follows:

HOUSE No. 600

Cbc Commontoealti) of Massachusetts.

Resolved, That the Massachusetts highway commission be directed to
inquire into the subject-matter of house bill number two hundred and
thirty-two, providing for the construction and maintenance of a state
highway in the town of Williamstown, and to determine the proper
route and to estimate the cost thereof. The commission shall also
ascertain the probable policy of the state of New York as to the con-

struction of a suitable connecting highway. For the purpose of this
investigation, the commission may expend a sum not exceeding fifteen
hundred dollars, to be paid from item number three hundred and thirty-
six of the general appropriation act, and shall report to the next general
court on or before the seventh day of January.
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Examination was made of the topography between
Williamstown village and the New York line to ascertain
what route, if any, would be practicable to construct as a
State highway, and it was found that, unless extreme per-
centages of grade were to be adopted, only one approximately
direct route could be obtained.

This route starts from the end of Main Street near
Williamstown village, and follows substantially along Hem-
lock Brook or Cold Stream Road, Torrey Woods Road and
Treadwell Hollow Road to the Bee Hill Road, thence entirely
over a new location to the New York line.

While the air line distance from Williamstown to the New
York line is a little over 3 miles, the distance by the above-
mentioned route as surveyed is a little over 6 miles.

The difference in elevation between the termini of this
route is about 1,400 feet, or an average of about 230 feet per
mile (equivalent to 4| per cent); and a possible 8 per
cent maximum grade may be obtained.

The construction expense would be very large on account
of necessary heavy excavation work, and would amount to
approximately $400,000, including grading, drainage, foun-
dation work and surfacing, but not including land damages.

In Newr York the distance between the Massachusetts line
and the end of the State highway in Petersburg is
miles, and the construction details of this connecting link
are even more difficult than in Massachusetts. From eleva-
tion 2,100 near the New York-Massachusetts line there is a
descent to elevation 700 in a distance of 1| miles (an
average of nearly 18 per cent).

The expense of constructing the New York portion of the
section of road under consideration would be probably as
great as that in Massachusetts, and the New York officials
would give no encouragement or assurance that that State
would build to the line. It was intimated by them that if
they ever did build to the line it would be along the existing
old road that has an average grade of 18 per cent in
miles.

After a careful investigation and due consideration of this
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project the commissioners arenecessity and convenience do n
construction of a State highway
in the resolve.

of the opinion that public
t require the laying out and
in Williamstown as set forth

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES W. SYNAN,
■ Works, Division of HighuBoard of t M.

Jan. 7, 1920,

JOHN N. COLE,
F. D. KEMP,




