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Bill accompanying the petition of Victor Francis Jewett and Henry
Achin, Jr., for the establishment of an election commission in the city
of Lowell. Cities. January 19.

AN ACT
Relative to the Establishment of an Election Commission

in the City of Lowell.

1 Whereas, It is important that this act become operative
2 for this present year; therefore it is an emergency law
3 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
4 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfee Commontoealtfc of £©assacinioetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty

1 Section 1. There shall be established in the city of
2 Lowell a bi-partisan election commission hereinafter
3 designated as the commission, which shall be composed
4 of four members who shall succeed to the offices occupied
5 by and to all the powers now vested in the registrars of
6 voters. All duties, which under the law are incumbent
7 upon the city clerk in his capacity as a member of the
8 registrars of voters, are hereby transferred to the com-
-9 mission.



[Jan■> HOUSE No. 623.

1 Section 2. The municipal council shall, by a ma-
-2 jority vote during the months of February or March in
3 the year nineteen hundred and twenty and every year
4 thereafter, elect one member to the commission for a
5 term of four years or until his successor is elected. The
G city clerk shall cease to be a member of the registrars
7 of voters upon the passage of this act, but the remaining
S members of the board of registrars of voters shall, unless
9 removed in accordance with the provisions of existing

10 law, continue to hold office for the duration of their
11 respective terms notwithstanding the provisions of this
12 act. Any vacancy in the commission by reason of death,
13 resignation or otherwise shall be filled by the municipal
14 council forthwith.

1 Section 3. The commission shall, upon written notice

2 by the mayor, submit to the municipal council in such

3 detail as may be requested, estimates of the amount

4 deemed necessary by said commission for current ex-

-5 penses during the next fiscal year.

1 Section 4. The commission shall have, under the

2 provisions of law, general administration over all elec-

-3 tions; the appointment, supervision and compensation

4 of precinct officers; the location of polling booths; and

5 may hire such clerical assistants as may be deemed
6 necessary: provided, however, that the aggregate so em-

-7 ploved shall be equally divided between the two domi-

-8 naiit political parties. When in their opinion public

9 convenience or necessity so requires, the commission mav

10 order sessions for the purpose of registering voteis t

11 be held in any of the several voting precincts, and the}

12 may require suitable accommodations and necessary

13 records in connection therewith, and they may, further-
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14 more, record the voters in the several voting precincts
15 by streets or by alphabetical lists as described in chapter
16 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen
17 hundred and thirteen, with amendments thereof and
18 additions thereto. The commission shall at all times
19 maintain suitable records which shall, when not in con-

-20 flict with the law, be open to public inspection.

1 Section 5. So much of chapter six hundred and
2 forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven as

is inconsistent herewith is hereby repealed

Section 6. I his act shall take effect upon its passage.




