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Bill accompanying the petition of the Mayors’ Club of Massa-

chusetts relative to the preparation of the annual budget in cities,
Municipal Finance. January 20.

AN ACT
Relative to the Preparation of the Annual Budget in Cities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty of chapter seven hundred and nine-
-2 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen, as
3 amended by chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of
4 the General Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen, is
5 hereby amended by inserting after the word “shall”',
6 in the ninth line, the words: within sixty days after
7 the receipt of the budget by the city council, and
8 after the word “thereto”, in the sixteenth line, the
9 words:-—In case the council fail to approve or dis-

-10 approve any item in the budget as submitted by the
11 mayor within the said sixty days, said item as submitted
12 by the mayor shall, without any council action, become
13 a part of the budget for the year, - so that said section
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14 shall read as follows; Section 20. Within sixty days
15 after the annual organization of the city government,
16 the mayor of every city, except Boston and those cities
17 having the commission form of government, so-called,
18 shall submit to the city council the annual budget of
19 the current expenses of the city, and the mayor may
20 submit thereafter supplementary budgets. The budget
21 shall consist of an itemized and detailed statement of
22 the money required, and the city council shall, within
23 sixty days after the receipt of the budget by the city
24 council, make such appropriations in detail, clearly
25 specifying the amount to be expended for each particu-
-26 bar purpose, but the budget shall not be in such detail
27 as to fix a specific salary of employees under the direc-
-28 tion of boards elected by the people, other than the city
29 council. The city council may reduce or reject any
30 item, but, without the approval of the mayor, shall not
31 increase any item in nor the total of a budget, nor add
32 any item thereto. In case the council fail to approve or
.33 disapprove any item in the budget as submitted by the
34 mayor within the said sixty days, said item as sub-
-35 mitted by the mayor shall, without any council action,
36 become a part of the budget for the year. It shall be
37 the duty of the city officials, when so requested by the
38 mayor, to submit to him forthwith in such detail as he
39 may require, estimates for the next fiscal year of the
40 expenditures of their departments or offices under their
41 charge, which estimate shall be transmitted to the city
42 council. In case of the failure of the mayor to transmit
43 in writing to the city council a recommendation for an

44 appropriation of money for any purpose deemed by the
45 council to be necessary, and after having been so re-

-46 quested by vote of the city council, said council, after
47 the expiration of seven days after such vote, upon its
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48 own initiative, may make an appropriation for such pur-
-49 pose by a vote of at least two thirds of its members, and
50 shall in all cases make such appropriations in detail,
51 clearly specifying the amount to be expended for each
52 particular purpose, but the budget shall not be in such
53 detail as to fix a specific salary of employees under the
54 direction of boards elected by the people, other than
55 the city council; and in cities having the commission
56 form of government, so-called, each commissioner or
57 director shall, within thirty days after the annual or-
58 ganization of the city government, submit to the com-
59 missioner or director of finance estimates in such detail

as he may require of the amounts deemed necessary for60

61 the current expenses for their respective departments,
62 and the commissioner or director of finance shall within

thirty days thereafter submit to the city council a
budget consisting of an itemized and detailed statement
of the money required, but the budget shall not be in
such detail as to fix a specific salary of employees under
the direction of boards elected by the people, other than
the city council, and may submit thereafter supple-
mental budgets, and the budget or budgets shall be
passed by a majority vote of the city council. In case
of the failure of the finance commissioner or director to
transmit in writing to the city council a recommenda-
tion for an appropriation of money for any purpose
deemed by the council to be necessary, and after having
been requested by vote of the city council, said council,
after the expiration of seven days after such vote, upon
its own initiative, may make an appropriation for such
purpose by a vote of at least two thirds of all its mem-
bers, and shall in all cases make such appropriations in
detail, clearly specifying the amount to be expended for
each particular purpose, but the budget shall not be in
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such detail as to fix a specific salary of employees under
the direction of boards elected by the people, other than
the city council. In the period after the expiration of
any fiscal year and before the regular appropriations
have been made by the city council, the city officers
who are authorized to make expenditures may incur
liabilities in carrying on the work of the several depart-
ments entrusted to them, and payments therefor shall
be made from the treasury from any available funds
therein, and the same shall be charged against the next
annual appropriation; provided, that the liabilities in-
curred during said interval do not exceed in any month
the sums spent for similar purposes during any one
month of the preceding year; and provided further, that
said officers may expend in any one month for any new
officer or board created by law an amount not exceeding
one twelfth of the estimated cost for the current year,
but all interest and debt falling due in said interval shall
be paid. Nothing in this section shall prevent the
mayor from recommending, and the city council from
making, appropriations prior to the adoption of the
annual budget.
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