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AN ACT
Relative to the Commitment and Care of Defective De-

linquents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter five hundred and ninety-five of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and eleven, as amended by chapter
3 seven hundred and ninety-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirteen, is hereby amended by striking out
5 section one and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 1. At any time prior to the final disposition of a
7 case in which the court might commit an offender to the
8 state prison, the reformatory for women, or any jail or
9 house of correction, or to the Massachusetts reformatory,

10 the state farm, or to the industrial school for boys, the
11 industrial school for girls, the Lyman school, any truant
12 school, or to the custody of the department of public wel-
-13 fare, for any offence not punishable by death or imprison-
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14 ment for life, a district attorney, a probation officer, an
15 officer of the department of mental diseases or other
16 person may file in said court an application for the com-
-17 mitment of the defendant in said case to a department for
18 defective delinquents hereinafter established. On the
19 filing of such application the court may continue the
20 original case from time to time to await disposition of said
21 application. If, on a hearing on said application, it shall
22 appear that the defendant, within a period of three years,
23 has been found guilty of an offence for which he might be
24 committed to any of the institutions or departments
25 above named, or that he has been adjudged a juvenile de-
-26 linquent, and that he is mentally defective, and is not a
27 proper subject for the schools for the feeble-minded, or
28 for commitment as an insane person, the court may
29 commit said defendant to such department for defective
30 delinquents, according to the age and sex of the defend-
-31 ant, as hereinafter provided.






