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House of Representatives, Feb. 16, 1920.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 93) of
Joseph C. Pelletier relative to the admission in evidence of
records of conviction of crime to affect credibility of wit-
nesses, report the accompanying bill. f

For the committee,

EDWIN G. NORMAN.

Cf)e Commontoealtf) of Qiassactnisetts.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Admission in Evidence of Records of Con-

viction to Affect Credibility of Witnesses.

1 Whereas, The immediate taking effect of this act would
2 tend to prevent injustice in the trial of causes; therefore
3 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary
4 for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and seventy-
-2 five of the Revised Laws, chapter eighty-one of the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and thirteeen, chapter four hundred
4 and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen, and
5 chapter two hundred and sixty-eight of the General Acts
6 of nineteen hundred and nineteen, is hereby further

7 amended by striking out the said section and inserting in

8 place thereof the following new section: — Section 21.

9 The conviction of a witness of a crime may be shown to

10 affect his credibility, except as follows:
11 First. The record of his conviction of a misdemeanor

12 shall not be shown to affect the credibility of a witness

13 after five years from the date on which sentence on said

14 conviction is imposed unless he has been subsequently
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15 convicted of a crime within five years of the time of hi
16 testifying.
17 Second. The record of his conviction of a felony upon
18 which conviction a fine only is imposed shall not be
19 shown to affect the credibility of a witness after five years
20 from the date on which sentence on said conviction is
21 imposed unless he has been subsequently convicted of a
22 crime within five years of the time of his testifying.
23 Third. The record of his conviction of a felony upon
24 which conviction a sentence to a reformatory prison, a
25 common jail, or a house of correction is imposed shall
26 not be shown to affect the credibility of a witness after
27 five years from the date on which sentence on said con-
-28 viction is imposed unless he has been subsequently con-
-29 victed of a crime within five years of the time of his
30 testifying
31 Fourth. The record of his conviction of a felony upon
32 which conviction a state prison sentence is imposed shall
33 not be shown to affect the credibility of a witness after five
34 years from the date of expiration of the minimum term of
35 imprisonment imposed by the court unless he has been sub-
-36 sequently convicted of a crime within five years of the
37 time of his testifying.
38 Fifth. The record of conviction of a juvenile offender
39 between the ages of seven and seventeen years shall not
40 be shown to affect credibility.




