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Bill accompanying the petition of Elihu D. Stone for the establish-
ment of a commission and an asylum for the care of insane and feeble-
minded criminals. Joint Rules. February 20.

AN ACT
To provide a Special Asylum for Insane and Feeble-minded

Criminals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established a commission
2 to be known as the commission on the asylum for men-
3 tally defective criminals. The commission shall consist of
4 the following persons: the commissioner of correction,
5 the commissioner of mental diseases, a member of the
6 senate to be appointed by the president of the senate, and
7 two members of the house of representatives to be ap-
-8 pointed by the speaker. It shall be the duty of the said
9 commission to prepare and equip an asylum to which

10 mav be committed persons who are convicted of an

11 offence in the superior court or in any municipal or dis-
-12 trict court, but who on account of insanity or feeble-
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13 mindedness, are not committed to any penal institution.
14 The said asylum shall be known as the asylum for men-
-15 tally defective criminals. The said commission shall select
16 a site for the asylum, and shall acquire in the name and
17 on behalf of the commonwealth land therefor, with any
18 buildings thereon, by purchase or by right of eminent
19 domain. If any land or buildings are taken by right of
20 eminent domain, a description thereof sufficiently definite
21 for identification shall be filed by the commission in the
22 proper registry of deeds, and, upon such filing, title
23 thereto shall vest in the commonwealth. The commission

24 shall construct upon the site obtained as aforesaid, a

25 building for the above purpose and may improve the land
26 and any buildings thereon in such manner as may be
27 necessary. For the purchase of land or buildings and for

28 the construction of the said asylum and the buildings

29 necessarily appurtenant thereto, and for furnishing and
10 equipping the same, the said commission may expend a

11 total sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars.
;2 Upon the completion of the asylum it shall be turned

;3 over by the commission to the department of mental
34 diseases who shall have the management of the same. A

35 superintendent of the said asylum shall be appointed by

36 the commissioner of mental diseases, and the said com-

-37 missioner shall have authority to appoint such other

38 officers, guards and employees as he may deem neces-

-39 sary. The said commissioners shall also fix the compen

40 sation of the superintendent and other officers and em-

-41 ployees, subject to the approval of the governor an

42 council.

1 Section 2. Any defendant who is convicted of an

2 offence in the superior court, or in any municipal or

3 trict court, and is found to be insane or feeble-iiimde
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4 may, in the discretion of the judge, be committed to the
5 said asylum for mentally defective criminals for an in-
-6 determinate period. It shall be the duty of the commis-
-7 sioner of mental diseases from time to time to examine
8 the inmates of the said asylum and to investigate their
9 mental condition, and if they find that any inmate has

10 recovered from his mental disability, they shall report the
11 case to the court in which the inmate was convicted, and
12 the judge of the court may order the discharge of the
13 inmate upon probation or 'otherwise, or may commit him
14 to a penal institution, or may remand him to the said
15 asylum as justice may require.

1 Section 3. For the purpose of constructing and
2 equipping the aforesaid asylum, the treasurer and receiver
3 general shall, from time to time, issue notes or bonds of
4 the commonwealth for periods not exceeding twenty years
5 and upon such terms and conditions as may be fixed by
6 the treasurer with the approval of the governor and
7 council, but the amount so borrowed shall not exceed the
8 sum of five hundred thousand dollars.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




