
No. 1583HOUSE

i

to

House of Representatives, April 12, 1920

The committee on State Administration, to whom w
referred so much of the report of the special Comr
on the Nf ies of Life (House, No. 1500) as reh

of the commission and to tterminating the ex
-ind duties by certain state ccontinuance oi its j

partments, report the accompanying billT

For tl

Messrs. Beardsley of Boston, and Bigney of Boston, ofy of B
the H

Cbe Commontoealft) of e©aooacfnisetto4

E. K. BOWSER.
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AN ACT
To terminate the Existence of the Special Commission on

the Necessaries of Life and to give Certain Powers to the
Governor and Council.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
3 emergency law necessary for the immediate preservation
4 of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The poivers and duties of the special
2 commission on the necessaries of life established by
3 chapter three hundred and forty-one of the General
4 Acts of nineteen hundred and nineteen shall terminate in
5 fifteen days after the passage of this act, and on or before
6 said date the commission shall render a final report

7 covering so much of its investigations as may not be
8 included in its report filed on February fifteenth, nineteen
9 hundred and twenty.

1 Section 2. The governor, by and with the consent of

2 the executive council, is authorized to appoint and re-

-3 appoint from time to time for periods of not exceeding

4 six months, whenever in his opinion there is occasion in
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5 the interest of the public to institute an investigation
6 relative to housing, or rents of property used for living
7 quarters or the production of necessaries of life, or to the
8 supply, price and transportation of commodities com-

-9 prising the necessaries of life, one or more commissioners,
10 as he may deem necessary or expedient, to represent the
11 commonwealth and to make an investigation for and act
12 on behalf of the public, and, with the consent of the execu-
-13 tive council, may expend from the contingent fund such
14 sum or sums as he may deem expedient for the com-
-15 pensation of any such administrators, for clerical as-
-16 sistance and for such other expenses as may be necessary
17 and as may be approved by the governor and council.
18 Such commissioners may receive the assistance of the
19 attorney-general, and of the department of labor and
20 industries.

1 Section 3. The department of labor and industries is
2 authorized to continue until the end of the fiscal year

3 nineteen hundred and twenty, but not longer, the sta-
-4 tistical work of the special commission on the necessaries
5 of life in so far as such statistics relate to the study and
6 publication of data concerning the cost of living in
7 Massachusetts. For this purpose the said department
8 may expend such unexpended balance of the appropria-
-9 tion heretofore made for the use of the special commission

10 on the necessaries of life as may be necessary, not ex-
-11 ceeding,two thousand dollars.

for thea

2 1 act

>r bv the department of labor and
4 ind rnmg the private affairs of any private

5 individual, person or corporation shall not be open toopen t
at by an official of the commonwealth in6 ir
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7 the performance of his official duties; but this section
hall not be construed as prohibiting the tabulating and

9 publishing of such general statistical information as may

10 be of public interes

1 Section 5. Any investigation instituted under this
2 act by the commissioner or commissioners appointed
3 under section two hereof, or by the department of laborr

4 and industries under the direction of said commissioner
5 or commissioners, shall be conducted by the attorney

6 genera! or by an assistant designated by him, and the
7 attorney-general or such assistant may require by sum-

8 mons the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the
9 production of books and papers before said investigateaims

10 body relating to any matter under investigation. Such
11 summonses may be issued by the attorney-general or by

12 any of his assistants. They shall be served in the same

13 manner as summonses for witnesses in criminal cases

14 issued on behalf of the commonwealth, and all provisioi
-irro ot la

16 apply to summonses issued under this act, so far asappli-
17 cable thereto. Such witnesses shall be sworn by the at-
18 torney-general or by such assistant unless the attorc

19 genera! or such assistant shall, in his discretion, determine:ermu:

20 otherwise. Any justice of the supreme judicial court or
of the superior court may, upon application of the at-

22 torney-general, compel the attendance of
id the production of books anc

apers before said investigating body in the san
25 ner and to the same extent as before said courts.

tion 6. Chapters three hundred and forty
three hundred and sixty-five of the General Acts of

nineteen hundred and nineteen are hereby repealed


