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Mr. Glazier of Hudson moves to substitute this bill for the report of

the committee on Public Health, leave to withdraw, on the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 374) of Francis B. McKinney relative
to preventing the pollution of Charles river.

AN ACT
Authorizing the Department of Public Health to Make

Reasonable Orders for the Protection of Inland Waters
from Pollution Detrimental to the Public Health.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public health is hereby
2 authorized and empowered to make reasonable orders, hav-
3 ing due regard to the particular circumstances of each
4 case, prohibiting, limiting or regulating the entrance or
5 discharge into any inland waters of such sewage, waste,
6 refuse or other substances as are or will be injurious to
7 public health.

1 Section 2. Before making any order under the pro-

-2 visions of section one the depaitment shall, after due
3 notice to the owner of the premises or the person, cor-
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4 poration, city or town discharging or permitting the
5 entrance of such sewage, waste, refuse or other sub-
-6 stance into an inland water, give a hearing, and there-
-7 after shall make, in connection with any order issued by
8 it, specific findings of fact and a recommendation as to
9 the best practicable and reasonably available means of

10 avoiding the pollution in respect to which the order is
11 issued. The findings of fact shall be prima facie evidence
12 in any proceedings to enforce such order.

1 Section 3. The supreme judicial court and the su-
-2 perior court shall have jurisdiction in equity, if they find
3 that entrance or discharge of any such sewage, waste,
4 refuse or other substances into any inland water is or
5 will be injurious to the public health, to enforce or
6 modify any order made under the provisions of this act,
7 and to enjoin such entrance or discharge. Proceedings
8 to enforce any such order or to obtain such an injunc-
-9 tion shall be instituted and prosecuted by the attorney-

-10 general at the relation of the department of public health.

1 Section 4. Nothing in this act shall be held to prevent
2 the flow into any stream of surface drainage from oc-

the discharge from drains
if surface water and ground
ge or other waste is mingled
held to interfere with the

soil in the ordinary methods

3 cupied lands or streets or
4 designed for the disposal c
5 drainage, provided no sewa:
6 therewith, nor shall it be
7 cultivation and use of the
8 of agriculture.

1 Section 5. This act shall be construed as an addition
2 to, and in no way a repeal of, any of the provisions of
3 existing law.


