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Resolve introduced on leave by Mr. Burr of Boston on March 29.
Joint Judiciary. April 22.

RESOLVE

Providing for the Appointment by the Governor of a Special
Commission to investigate the Housing Situation in
this Commonwealth.

1 Resohed, That, in view of the inconvenience and dis-
-2 tress affecting the community on account of the great
3 and increasing scarcity of rooms, apartments and houses
4 compared with the population of the commonwealth, and
5 especially of the cities and large towns thereof, and on
6 account of the excessive and unreasonable rent charged
7 by certain landlords, the governor is hereby authorized
8 and requested to appoint, with the advice and consent of
9 the council, a housing commission to consist of citizens
10 of the commonwealth, not exceeding twelve in number,
11 who shall investigate the housing situation in this com-
-12 monwealth, and shall make such recommendations as
13 they may deem expedient, both to increase the dwelling
14 places in the community, and also to prevent injustice
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15 and extortion in the matter of rents. The commission
16 shall also determine whether, in its judgment, it would be
17 expedient for the general court to authorize the com-
-18 monwealth, under the provisions of Article forty-three of
19 the amendments to the constitution, to take land, and to
20 improve and build upon the same for the purpose of pro-
-21 viding houses for citizens of the commonwealth. The
22 commission shall make a report to the general court, or
23 to the governor, if the general court is not in session, as
24 soon as it is ready to report, and shall make a final report
25 to the next general court, on or before the second Wednes-
-26 day in January. The commission shall serve without
27 compensation, but shall be given quarters in the state
28 house, and shall be allowed such sums for its necessary
29 expenses, including the payment of any assistants whose
30 employment is necessary, as shall be approved by the
31 governor and council.


