
HOUSE .... No. 1660

House of Representatives, April 26, 1920.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was recom-
mitted the Bill to authorize cities and towns to limit build-
ings according to their use or construction (House, No.
1366), report that the same ought to pass in a new draft
herewith submitted.

For the committee,

DAVIS B. KENISTON.

Cl)t Commontoealti) of 00aggacJnisetts.
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AN ACT
To authorize Cities and Towns to limit Buildings according

to their Use or Construction to Specified Districts.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A city or town may, by ordinance or by
2 law, restrict buildings to be used for particular industries
3 trades, manufacturing or commercial purposes to specified
4 parts of the city or town, or may exclude them from spec-
-5 ified parts of the city or town, or may provide that such
6 buildings, if situated in certain parts of the city or town,
7 shall be subject to special regulations as to their con-
-8 struction or use. A city or town may also, by ordinance
9 or by-law, provide that certain kinds of dwelling houses

10 and tenement houses shall be restricted to specified parts
11 of the city or town, or shall be excluded from specified
12 parts of the city or town, or that dwelling houses or tene-
-13 ment houses situated in specified parts of the city or town
14 shall conform to certain regulations in respect to their
15 construction or use which do not apply to such buildings
16 in other parts of the city or town. For the above pur-
-17 pose the city or town may be divided into districts or
18 zones, and the construction and use of buildings in each
19 district or zone may be regulated as above provided.

CJjc Commontoealtj) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.
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1 Section 2. The provisions of this act shall be carried
2 out in such manner as will best promote the health,
3 safety, convenience and welfare of the inhabitants, will
4 lessen the danger from fire, will tend to improve and
5 beautify the city or town, will harmonize with its natural
6 development, and will assist the carrying out of any
7 schemes for municipal improvement put forth by any

board of survey or other like8 municipal planning boarel or
9 authority. Due regard sha

10 istics of the different parts
11 ordinances or by-laws estal
12 or town shall be the same

1 be paid to the character-
of the city or town, and the
fished hereunder in any city

for zones, districts or streets

ne character13 having substantially the

1 Section 3. No ordinance shall be established here-
-2 under in any city until after a public hearing thereon has
3 been held, notice of which shall be published, at least

4 thirty days before the hearing, in a newspaper published
5 in the city concerned, or in the county if no newspaper is
6 published in the city. The hearing shall be given by the

7 city council or by such officer, board, commission or com-

-8 mittee as may be designated or appointed for the purpose

9 by the city council. No by-law shall be established here-
to under by any town except at an annual or special town
11 meeting the warrant for which contains a notice of the

12 proposed by-law.

1 Section 4. It shall be the duty of the superintendent
2 of buildings, or the officer or board having supervision of

n- the power of enforcing
nd if in any town there

the construction of buildin
4 the municipal building
5 is no such officer or board, then it shall be the duty of the

G selectmen, to withhold a permit for the construction or

7 alteration of any building if the building as constructed or
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8 altered would be in violation of any ordinance or by-law
9 established hereunder; and it shall be the duty of munic-

-10 ipal officers to refuse any permit or license for the use of a
11 building which use would be in violation of any ordinance
12 or by-law established hereunder

1 Section 5. Any person who is aggrieved by the re-
2 fusal of a permit under the provisions of the preceding
3 section may appeal to the municipal officer or board to
4 which a right of appeal lies from decisions under the
5 building laws of the city, or town, and if there is no such
6 officer or board, then the appeal shall lie to the city coun-
-7 cil of the city or to the selectmen of the town, or to such
8 officer, board, commission or committee as shall be desig-
-9 nated or appointed by the city council of the city or by
.0 the selectmen of the town to act as a board of appeals
,1 hereunder.

tion 6. The superior court shall have jurisdiction
to enforce the provisions of this act, and may restrain by
njunction anv violation th

shall not apply to existing struc-
use of any building, but it shall

alteration of a building to provide for its
4 use for a purpose, or in a manner, substantially different
5 from the use to which it was put before the alteration.

1 Section 8. This act shall
2 proposed building used or to

not apply to any existing or
be used by a public service

ipon a petition of the corpo-
lic utilities shall, after a pub-
situation of the building in

n: provided, that
4 ration, the department of pul
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7 welfare of the public.

isary for the convenience or
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1 Section 9. No ordinance or by-law established here-
-2 under shall be repealed or modified except after reason-
3 able notice of the proposed repeal or modification, and an
4 opportunity to the objectors to be heard thereon. If any
5 owner of real estate which would be affected by the pro-
-6 posed ordinance or by-law objects thereto, it shall not be
7 established except by a unanimous vote of all the mem-
-8 bers of the city council of the city, or of the voters of the
9 town voting thereon; and in no case shall such an ordi-

-10 nance or by-law be repealed or modified except by a two
11 thirds vote of all the members of the city council, or by a
12 two thirds vote of the voters of a town voting thereon at
13 an annual or special town meeting duly called for the
14 purpose.




