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House of Representatives, April 29, 1920.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 296) of
Alfred Davenport relative to imposing certain liabilities for
the cost of extinguishing fires which occur within the Metro-
politan District through criminal intent, design or wilful
negligence, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

ARTHUR W. ROBINSON.

Messrs. Manning of Boston and Francis of Boston, of
the House, dissent.
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AN ACT
Providing for the Assessment of the Cost of Extinguishing

Fires within the Metropolitan District upon Persons whose
Illegal Acts or Failures to Act cause the Fires.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Where a fire originates on premise
2 within the metropolitan district, and is the result of the

criminal intent or wilful negligence of any person, firm

4 or corporation owning or occupying the premises, or is

5 caused by the failure of such person, firm or corporation
6 to comply with any statute, ordinance or by-law or with
7 any regulation or requirement established by am

8 thority duly authorized thereto, such person, firm

9 corporation shall, in addition to the penalties prescribed
10 for the crime of arson, and in addition to any fines or

11 penalties imposed for the violation of any law, ordinance,

12 by-law, regulation or requirement established for the pre-
-13 vention or spreading of fire, be liable in a civil action to

14 any city or town for the payment of all costs and ex-

-15 penses incurred by such city or town in extinguishing or

16 preventing the spreading of a fire originating as aforesaid:
17 provided, however, that if the fire, as aforesaid, was
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18 caused by failure to comply with any ordinance or by-
-19 law, or with any regulation established thereunder, then
20 there shall be no liability under this act unless the person,
21 firm or corporation at fault had received notice from the
22 city or town concerned, within ten days of the breaking
23 out of the fire, of its failure to comply with the said
24 ordinance, by-law or regulation.

1 Section 2. The amount of the expenses incurred as
2 aforesaid shall be determined by the state fire marshal,

3 and shall be based upon the salary or wages of the fire-
-4 men and other persons during the time in which they
5 were engaged in extinguishing the fire or in preventing
6 the spread thereof, a reasonable amount as rental for the
7 use of the apparatus of the city or town; and the cost
8 of the water or other materials used in extinguishing or
9 preventing the spread of the fire, with an additional

10 amount of ten per cent on the total amount as aforesaid,
11 as supervisory or overhead charges, all of which shall be
12 paid into the city or town treasury for the use of the city
13 or town.

1 Section 3. The words “metropolitan district” as used
2 in this act shah mean the territory defined as such in
3 chapter seven hundred and ninety-five of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and fourteen




