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H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  M a y  4, 1920.

The com m ittee on W ays and M eans, to  whom  was referred 
the Bill relative to abatem ents of poll taxes (H ouse, N o. 
1621), report that the same ought to pass in a new draft 
herewith subm itted.

For the com m ittee,

I I E X R Y  L. S H A T T U C K .



C b c  Com m ontoealtb of egassaciwsetts,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

AN ACT
Relative to Abatements of Poll Taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 

same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. The assessors may, from time to time,
2 certify under oath to the tax commissioner, in such form
3 and detail as may be required by him, abatements of poll

4 taxes of the years nineteen hundred and twenty, nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-one, nineteen hundred and twenty-
6 two and nineteen hundred and twenty-three made by
7 them pursuant to the provisions of the fourteenth clause

8 of section five of Part I of chapter four hundred and
9 ninety of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine,

10 as amended by section three of chapter one hundred and

11 forty-four of the General Acts of the year nineteen hun-
12 dred and sixteen; chapter forty-nine of the General Acts

13 of the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, as amended
14 by  chapter nine of the General Acts of the year nineteen
15 hundred and nineteen; or section nine of chaptei two
16 hundred and eighty-three of the General Acts of the year
17 nineteen hundred and n neteen; or of the tenth clause o

18 section five of Part I of sa'd chapter four hundred am
19 ninety of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine;



20 when written application  has been m ade to  the assessors
21 for abatem ent, stating the grounds on which the same is
22 applied for, or when such other p roo f has been obtained
23 b y  the assessors as the tax  com m issioner approves; and
24 also of poll taxes of said years abated for the reason that
25 they were illegally assessed: provided, however, that said
26 abatem ents are first entered, in accordance with the pro-
27 visions o f chapter five hundred and seventeen of the acts
28 of the year nineteen hundred and nine, in a record of
29 abatem ents kept b y  the assessors, showing, as the cause
30 or reason for such abatem ent, one o f the statutory  pro-
31 visions herein nam ed. Such certificate shall state the

32 num ber of poll taxes and the am ount of the abatem ents
33 made under each of the four above stated provisions of

34 statute respectively.

1 S e c t i o n  2. If the tax com m issioner is satisfied that
2 the abatem ents certified to him  pursuant to  the provisions
3 of sections one and three have been m ade and recorded
4 in accordance with law he m ay m ake allowance with
5 respect to such portion or the whole thereof as, in his
6 judgm ent, represents unavoidable loss in the collection  of
7 the taxes assessed, either in assessing taxes upon the re-
8 spective m unicipalities pursuant to  the provisions o f said
9 chapter tw o hundred and eighty-three, or by  m aking and

10 certifying to the treasurer and receiver general abatem ents

11 from  taxes already so assessed.

1 S e c t i o n  3. If, upon  due investigation or proof, the
2 assessors of the city  of B oston  are satisfied that a person
3 whose nam e appears upon the lists furnished them under
4 the provisions o f section five o f chapter ninety-three of
5 the Special A cts of the year nineteen hundred and
6 eighteen (a) was not an inhabitant o f said city  on April



7 first, (6) was named more than once upon said lists, (c)
8 was not in existence on April first, said assessors shall be
9 em powered to correct said lists before assessing a poll

10 tax to  such person, and if such tax shall have already
11 been assessed before discovery by  the assessors of the
12 error in said lists, the assessors shall have the power, of
13 their own m otion, at any time, to abate such tax as

14 erroneously or illegally assessed.


