
REMARKS OF SPEAKER JOSEPH E. WARNER OF
TAUNTON ON THE LAST DAY OF THE EXTRA
SESSION OF THE GENERAL COURT, DECEM-
BER 22, 1920.

It is not easy for me to conclude my service in this House
where I have been honored with the executive chair without
a brief address of parting now that that hour draws nigh.

I have enjoyed the fellowship and friendship which have
sprung from eight years of continuous service in this dis-
tinguished body. Selected by the majority party of this
House in 1919 as Speaker, an honor which, to be sure, was
a partisan choice yet the best tradition of our body has
commanded an impartial conduct in the administration of
the chair, and such a course I have endeavored rigorously to
pursue. I have spared neither time nor energy to give to
you the best there is in me, and I am content indeed to
leave the final judgment in the hands of my fellow members
as to the integrity of my service and motives.

Your co-operation with your Speaker has been admirable,
your zeal in the conduct of public affairs has been unstinted,
and the regularity of your devotion affords little field for
criticism

It must be remembered that the great majority of Massa-
chusetts legislators tender their services as a patriotic duty
rather than from a desire to receive the comparatively meagre
salary. But being truly representative of the great governing
middle class which is dependent upon its labor, whether that
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labor be occupational, business or professional, it can ill
afford to sacrifice a compensation which in some degree
balances the detraction from the affairs at home. It is to be
hoped that our Legislature will never become a rich man s
club and the avocation of those who are so independently
situated that salary is no concern or interest to them.
Popular government forbids such a conception, or even such
a possibility. Toil and travail have made Massachusetts
what she is to-day and if she is to continue to have repre-
sentative government, her public servants must needs be
composed of the toilers of brain and brawn.

I do not believe that any man can render truly effective
work in the interests of the people unless he has at the
outset moral courage and enthusiastic love for public service.
Ceaseless activity, devotion to duty, foresight, and, above all,
character, are the attributes that must be his. In this
public service we should never fear, rather should we court,
the judgments and criticisms of our fellow men. But the
criticism should be honest. The moral code is just as con-
trolling, or should be, in political life as in any other. “There
is no twilight zone in politics” as far as morality goes.

Full-mailed in the armor of righteousness, the public
servant must still be prepared to face injustice —• in word
and deed. His career may be interrupted the people will
not permit it to be stopped. His continued faith in that
people and his proven devotion to their service, both realized
and appreciated, will preclude his retirement from public
life. Slander and misrepresentations can halt permanently
neither principles nor individuals. The white light of truth
will triumph. Justice and right know no defeat. “Though
the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding small.”
After all, the greatest difference between the people and their
Legislature, and one that unfortunately prevents mutual un-
derstanding and co-operation, is usually due to the misrepre-
sentations of those who not only ought to know better but
do know better.

My own ardor for the public service is not dampened by
anything that has happened during my career, and my
confidence and trust in the people’s judgment - final judg-
ment are as strong as when I first came to Beacon Hill.
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I have indeed enjoyed the portion of the public service
which has been mine. I am by no means unmindful of the
honor and distinction which has accompanied it. With
deepest appreciation of the privilege that has been mine to
serve the people of a great Commonwealth in so distinguished
a position of trust. I now lay down the gavel without regrets
as to my efforts. You and your successors may rest assured
that the ermine and texture of that mantle of office, which by
your grace and confidence I have been permitted to bear, is
transmitted unsullied and unstained to him whom the Legis-
lature of 1921 shall elect to the high office of Speaker. May
all the ends we aim at be our God, our Country and Truth.

[On motion of Mr. Sawyer of Ware the remarks of the
Speaker were ordered printed in the Journal of the House
and as a House document, and six thousand copies of said
document were ordered to be printed, twenty copies of the
same to be furnished by the Sergeant-at-Arms to each mem-
ber of the General Court.]




