
No. 227SENATE
To accompany the petition of Howard C. Briggs and another that

an electric light district be established in the town of Dighton.
Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

AN ACT
To establish an Electric Light District in the Town

of Dighton.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of. the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of that part of
2 the town of Dighton which is bounded as follows:
3 Beginning at a point on the westerly bank of
4 Taunton river at the dividing line between the
5 towns of Somerset and Dighton; thence up
6 stream northerly following the bank of said Taun-
-7 ton river to Three Mile river; thence westerly
8 along the southerly bank of said Three Mile river
9 to the line of the North Dighton fire district;

10 thence southerly along the eastern line of said
11 North Dighton fire district to the southeast corner
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12 of said NorthDighton fire district; thence southerly
13 in a straight line from said corner to the bridge on
14* Main street which crosses Richmond brook; thence
15 southeasterly by said Richmond brook to the
16 easterly line of the tracks of the New York,
17 New Haven and Hartford railroad on said brook;
18 thence southerly by said tracks of New York,
19 New Haven and Hartford railroad to the Somer-
-20 set and Dighton fine; thence easterly to the point
21 of beginning, are hereby made a body corporate
22 and constituted a district to be known as the
23 Dighton Electric Light District, for the purpose
24 of supplying electricity to said district and said
25 town, except in the North Dighton Fire District,
26 and to the respective inhabitants thereof for
27 light, heat or power; and for said purpose said
28 district shall have full power and authority by a

29 majority vote of the voters present and voting at
30 any legal meeting called for the purpose to author-
-31 ize the Dighton electric light commissioners here-
-32 inafter chosen to enter into a contract with any
33 person, corporation or municipality to erect poles,
34 wires and appliances necessary for the distribu-
-35 tion of electricity under the direction and super-
-36 vision of the selectmen of the town and to dis-
-37 tribute electricity to light the streets and furnish
38 power for domestic and manufacturing purposes,
39 or to authorize said commissioners to purchase
40 electricity at the boundary line of said district
41 and to erect poles, wires, and any and all neces-
-42 sary appliances, to distribute it to the inhabitants
43 thereof for lighting the streets, heat and power,
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44 subject to all general laws and under such restric-
ts tions and regulations as may be imposed by the
46 town of Dighton by the selectmen relative to the
47 erection of poles, the stringing of wires, maintain-
-48 ing and operating lines for the transmission of
49 electricity in, under, upon and along the public
50 streets of the town.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of paying all ex-
-2 penses and liabilities under the provisions of this
3 act should the district vote to own and erect the
4 poles, wires and any other appliances necessary
5 for the distribution of electricity to the inhabi-
-6 tants of the district, the electric light commis-
-7 sioners may when authorized by a two thirds vote
8 of the voters of the district present and voting at
9 any meeting of the voters called for that purpose

10 from time to time, issue bonds, notes or certifi-
-11 cates of indebtedness signed by the treasurer of
12 the Dighton Electric Light District and counter-
-13 signed by the chairman of the Dighton electric
14 light commission, and to be designated The
15 Dighton Electric District Light Loan, to an
16 amount not exceeding four per cent of the last
17 preceding valuation of the district, and bearing
18 interest at the rate of per cent, pay-
-19 able semi-annually, and said loan or notes to be
20 payable years from date.

1 Section 3. The first meeting of said district
2 shall be called on petition of ten or more legal
3 voters therein, by a warrant from the selectmen
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4 of the town of Dighton, or from a justice of the
5 peace, directed to one of the petitioners, requiring
6 him to give notice of the meeting by posting copies
7 of the warrant in two or more public places in the
8 district seven days at least before the time of the
9 meeting. One of the selectmen shall preside at

10 the meeting until a clerk is chosen and sworn.
11 After the choice of a moderator for the meeting
12 the question of the acceptance of this act shall be
13 submitted to the voters, and if it shall be accepted
14 by a majority vote of the voters present and
15 voting thereon, it shall thereupon go into effect,
16 and the meeting may then proceed to act on the
17 other articles contained in the warrant.

1 Section 4. The Dighton Electric Light Dis-
-2 trict shall, after the acceptance of this act as pro-
-3 vided in the preceding section, elect by ballot
4 three persons to hold office, one until the expira-
-5 tion of three years, one until the expiration of
6 two years, and one until the expiration of one
7 year from the next succeeding annual district
8 meeting, to constitute a board of electric light
9 commissioners; and at every annual meeting

10 thereafter, one such commissioner shall be elected
11 by ballot for the term of three years. All the
12 authority granted to said district by this act and
13 not otherwise specially provided for shall be vested
14 in said board of commissioners, who shall be sub-
-15 ject, however, to such instructions, rules and regu-
-16 lations as the district may impose by its vote.
17 Said commissioners shall appoint a treasurer of
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18 said district, who shall not be one of their number,
19 who shall give bond to the district to such an
20 amount and with such sureties as may be ap-
-21 proved by the commissioners; and a majority of
22 the commissioners shall constitute a quorum for
23 the transaction of business. Any vacancy oc-
-24 curring in said board from any cause may be
25 filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by
26 said district at any legal meeting called for the
27 purpose. No money shall be drawn from the dis-
-28 trict treasury on account of the property except
29 by a written order of said commissioners or a
30 majority of them. The commissioners shall annu-
-31 ally make to said district a full report in writing
32 of their doings and of their receipts and expendi-
-33 hires.

1 Section 5. The registrars of voters of the
2 town of Dighton shall, at least ten days before
3 the annual meeting of the district and at least
4 seven days before the meeting prescribed by sec-
-5 tions two and three, make correct alphabetical
6 lists of all persons qualified to vote in such meet-
-7 ings; shall cause such lists to be posted in two
8 or more public places in said district; and shall
9 correct said lists in the same manner in which

10 they are required by law to correct voting lists for
11 town elections.

1 Section 6. Said district shall adopt by-laws
2 prescribing by whom and how meetings may be
3 called and notified, and, upon the application of
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4 ten or more legal voters in the district, meetings
5 may also be called by warrant as provided in
6 section two. Said district shall fix the compensa-
-7 tion of its officials and also provide rules and
8 regulations for the management of its property,
9 not inconsistent with this act or with the laws of

10 the commonwealth, and may choose such other
11 officers not provided for in this act as it may deem
12 necessary or proper.

1 Section 7. For the purposes of this act, the
2 commissioners of the district may acquire by pur-
-3 chase or take by eminent domain such land within
4 said town, except in the North Dighton Fire Dis-
-5 trict, as may be necessary, in the same manner
6 and subject to the same conditions and restrie-
-7 tions as cities and towns may acquire land under
8 the provisions of Part 111 of chapter seven hun-
-9 dred and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hun-

-10 dred and fourteen and acts in amendment thereof.

1 Section 8. Said district shall annually raise
2 by taxation levied upon the taxable property of
3 the district, the excess of its expenses over the
4 estimated income from sales of electricity to pri-
-5 vate consumers and to the town of Dighton; and
6 said expense and income shall be defined and esti-
-7 mated as provided in section one hundred and
8 fourteen of chapter seven hundred and forty-two
9 of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen, as

10 amended by section one of chapter seventy-seven
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11 of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
12 eighteen, so far as the same may be applicable.

1 Section 9. The said district and the com-

-2 missioners and other officers thereof, in carrying
3 out the provisions of this act, shall be subject to
4 the supervision of the department of public utili-
-5 ties to the same extent, and under the same con-
-6 clitions, so far as applicable, as cities and towns
7 having and operating municipal lighting plants,
8 under Part 111 of chapter seven hundred and
9 forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and

10 fourteen and amendments thereof.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon
2 its acceptance by a majority vote of the voters
3 of said district present and voting thereon by
4 ballot at any legal district meeting called for the
5 purpose within three months after the passage of
6 this act; but it shall become void unless the said
7 district shall begin to distribute electricity in said
8 district within three years after the date of the
9 acceptance of this act as aforesaid, and for the

10 purpose of submitting this act to the voters of the
11 district it shall take effect upon its passage.




