
To accompany the petition of Mark Temple Dowling for an in-

vestigation and report on the government of the city of Boston. Joint
Wavs and Means.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

AN ACT
To provide for an Investigation by a Special Com-

mittee of the Government of the City of Boston.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act
2 would defeat its purpose accordingly, it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law enacted for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A special committee is hereby
2 established to consist of two members of the
3 senate, to be appointed by the president; three
4 members of the house of representatives, to be
5 appointed by the speaker, and two citizens of
6 Boston, to be appointed by the governor, with
7 the advice and consent of the council. This com-
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8 mittee shall choose its chairman and shall be
9 known as the special committee on finance for

10 the city of Boston.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of this com-
-2 mittee to examine into all matters pertaining to
3 the finances of the city of Boston, including taxa-
-4 tion, debt and expenditures, to give public hear-
-5 ings, and in particular to inquire:
6 1. Whether the appropriations and loans for
7 the several department
8 necessary.

of the city are larger than

9 2. Whether the cost
10 now paid for from the
11 raised by special asses
12 change should be made

of any municipal service
city treasury should be

sment, and whether any
in existing provisions for

13 the laying and collecting of special assessments.
14 3. Whether the general taxation laws of the
15 state operate fairly with respect to the interests
16 of Boston, and if not, what changes should be
17 made in them.
18 4. Whether the present systems of administra-
-19 tion and auditing afford sufficient protection to
20 the city treasury.

21 5. Whether it is advisable to create new sources
22 of revenue, and if so, to suggest the sources, and
23 for what purpose the proceeds should be applied.

1 Section 3. Said committee shall be furnished
2 with rooms in the state house, and may require
3 by summons the attendance and testimony of
4 witnesses, and the production of books and
5 papers before it, relating to any matter under
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6 investigation; and may administer oaths to
7 witnesses testifying before it. Such summons
8 shall be issued, and such oaths administered by
9 the chairman of the committee.

1 Section 4. The members of the committee
2 shall serve without pay, and are hereby authorized
3 to employ such experts, counsel, and other as-
-4 sistants, and to incur such other expenses as they
5 may deem necessary and proper, subject to the
6 approval of the governor and council, not ex-
-7 ceeding the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars
Bin the aggregate. Any sums expended under the
9 authority granted in this section shall be paid

10 by the treasurer and receiver general of the com-
-11 monwealth and shall be assessed on the city of
12 Boston and paid by said city as part of its state
13 tax in the year nineteen hundred and twenty.

1 Section 5. Said committee shall report its
2 findings and recommendations to the general
3 court not later than the fifteenth of April, nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty.

2 passage.
1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its




