
Senate

The Committee on Agriculture to which was referred the
initiative petition accompanied by a bill entitled “An Act
for the purchase and development of state forests,” and
printed as House Bill No. 37, after having heard the peti-
tioners and all parties interested, upon consideration thereof,
submits herewith in writing its recommendations relative
thereto and the reasons therefor, in accordance with the
provisions of Article XLYIII of the amendments to the con-
stitution.

1. The timber lands and water power of the common-
wealth have been among the most important of our national
resources, the water power being to a large degree dependent
upon the timber lands for its preservation. The timber lands
have been in the immediate past and are now being rapidly
depleted, so that they are now only producing a small pro-
portion of the wood and timber used by our industries, and
at the present rate of use there will be, in a few years, a
great scarcity of wooden material for business and domestic
purposes.

2. There are at present over one million acres, or prac-
tically one-fifth of the area of the commonwealth, which is
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wild or idle land, assessed on the average for about five dol-
lars an acre. This large area, once covered with dense
forests, is the largest natural resource of the state, which
can be developed without interfering with private interests.
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3. Because of the fact that the growing of timber is along-time investment, and the reforestation of so large an
amount of idle land is beyond the scope of individual en-
deavor, the state is the only agency which can bring this
land, most of which is fit only for the growing of trees, back
into production.

4. There is great need for conservation of timber lands,
not only for the production of wood and timber, but for the
protection of the water supply for both power and domestic
purposes.

5. The supply of wood and timber, not only in Massachu-
setts but in the whole of the United States, is rapidly being
used up, so that some steps must be taken to increase pro-
duction. The establishment of state forests has, in many
European countries proved practical and of great benefit to
the inhabitants of the countries maintaining them.

6. The establishment of state forests means the continu-
ance and prosperity of our wood using industries and the
employment of thousands of our citizens in healthful and
lucrative occupations.

7. The expense of carrying out this plan can be provided
for by the issuance of certificates of indebtedness upon the
serial payment plan, the payment being made by the sale of
timber produced, thus not placing any burden upon either
the generation now living nor upon the generation which
must pay off the bonds, because the sale of the timber pro-
duced, at a conservative estimation as to quantity and price,
will provide not only ample funds to pay the bonds, but
leave a net profit of many millions of dollars for the com-
monwealth, thus providing a means whereby the burden of
taxation may be reduced. Because of the fact that there is
no provision made whereby the committee can submit an
amended or supplemental bill for a bill accompanying an
initiative petition, and because the committee is of the opin-
ion that certain provisions should be incorporated in the
proposed legislation, which are not provided for in the bill
herewith reported, the committee have also reported another
bill of similar import upon the petition of George H. Graham
and another, which bill is designated as Senate Bill No. 499.



SENATE— No. 502.1920.] 3

Should this bill, designated as' Senate Bill No. 499, be
enacted into law the committee sees no need of legislation
upon the bill which this report accompanies.

If, on the other hand, Senate Bill No. 499 should be
rejected, the committee is of the opinion that the accom-
panying bill, House No. 37, should receive favorable con-
sideration, as the financial requirements thereof could be
considered later.
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