
Senate, April 23, 1920.

The committees on Public Health and Social Welfare,
sitting jointly, to which was referred so much of the Gov-
ernor’s Address (Senate, No. 1), as relates to promoting the
care of children by assisting the mother, reports the accom-
panying bill (Senate, No. 506).

For the committee,

GARDNER W. PEARSON.

Messrs. Nason and Mclntosh, of the Senate, and Messrs.
Grant, O’Connor and Harvey, of the House, of the com-
mittee on Public Health, and Messrs. Quinn and Churchill,
of the Senate, and Messrs. Harrington and G. F. Murphy,
of the House, of the committee on Social Welfare, dissent.
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AN ACT
To provide Adequate Care for Mothers and Children

during the Maternity Period.

1 Section 1. From and after the first day of
2 December, nineteen hundred and twenty, the
3 department of public health shall have charge of
4 the administration of maternity care, in accord-
-5 ance with the provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. The said department is hereby

2 authorized to furnish, in addition to advice and
3 instruction, nursing and expert prenatal care to
4 pregnant women at home, at some hospital or

5 local clinic at the option of the expectant mother;
6 also nursing or hospital care at the time of con-

-7 finement if in the judgment of said department
8 the safety of the mother or child requires such
9 care.

1 Section 3. In order to be eligible for the bene-
-2 fits of this act, the expectant mother must agree

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
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3 to accept and carry out such instructions as, in
4 the judgment of the said department, her case
5 requires. All applications for care under this act
6 may be made directly to the said department or
7 through any local board of health or practising
8 physician.

1 Section 4. Maternity cases under this act shall
2 not be given to a city or town physician, in his or
3 her official capacity. The recipient of maternity
4 care under this act, if remaining at home, shall be
5 allowed in all cases to choose her own physician,
6 subject to said physician’s acceptance of the fee
7 schedule for such cases, and other rules and regu-
-8 lations of the said department governing this act.

1 Section 5. The said department shall make,
2 and may, from time to time, add to, alter, amend
3 or repeal, such rules and regulations as may be
4 necessary to carry into effect the provisions of
5 this act.

1 Section 6. The said department shall report
2 to the general court on or before February first,
3 nineteen hundred and twenty-two, with such rec-
-4 ommendations for the further extension of ma-
-5 ternity care during the natal and postnatal
6 periods and for such other assistance to expectant
7 mothers, as it may deem advisable.

1 Section 7. For the purpose of carrying out
2 the provisions of this act, the said department
3 may expend from the treasury of the comraon-
-4 wealth a sum not exceeding two hundred thou-
-5 sand dollars.




