
Senate, June 2, 1920.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the House Bill to provide for the public operation
of street railway lines in the Hyde Park district of the city
of Boston (House No. 1780), report recommending that the
same ought to pass, in a new draft herewith submitted
(Senate, No. 584).

For the committee,

LEONARD F. HARDY.

SENATE No. 584
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AN ACT
To provide for the Public Operation of Street Railway Lines

in the Hyde Park District of the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. That part of the city of Boston formerly
2 within the boundaries of the town of Hyde Park together
3 with that porton of River street which extends from the
4 old Hyde Park-Boston line to Mattapan square, shall for
5 the purposes of street railway transportation, constitute
6 an area or district. For the purpose of this act and none
7 other, the trustees for the time being appointed under
8 chapter one hundred and fifty-nine of the Special Acts of
9 nineteen hundred and eighteen, and their successor or

10 successors in office are constituted a corporation under the
11 name of Hyde Park Transportation District, herein-
-12 after called the corporation, with all the powers of a
13 street railway company organized under the general
14 laws.

1 Section 2. Upon certification by the department of
2 public utilities .hereinafter called the department, that
3 the work required by section six has been performed and
4 that the following lines in said area, to wit: the line from
5 Wolcott square, Readville, to Cleary square, and the
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6 River street line from Mattapan square through Cleary
7 square to the Dedham line, are in safe condition for
8 operation, the said street railway lines in said area shall,
9 during the period of public management and control of

10 the Boston Elevated Railway Company under said
11 chapter one hundred and fifty-nine and any amendments
12 thereof, be managed and operated by the corporation in
13 behalf of the city of Boston in the same manner and to
14 the same extent as are the lines of the Boston Elevated
15 Railway Company. All the provisions of said chapter one
16 hundred and fifty-nine, so far as they are relevant and
17 except as otherwise provided in this act shall apply to the
18 management and operation of street railway transporta-
-19 tion in said district.

1 Section 3. Upon said certification by the department
2 the Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway Company shall
3 cease to operate its street railway lines within the said
4 area and shall permit the corporation to take over and
5 operate the same and all property appurtenant thereto
6 which the department certifies is necessary for the safe
7 and efficient operation of said lines. The corporation
8 shall pay to said company an annual rental at the rate
9 of six per cent on a sum equal to the value of said prop-

-10 erty as determined under the provisions of chapter one
11 hundred and eighty-eight of the Special Acts of nineteen
12 hundred and eighteen, increased or diminished by any
13 appreciation or depreciation of said value which shall
14 have occurred since the first day of June, nineteen hun-
-15 dred and nineteen. Such sum shall be determined by the
16 department at the time and as a part of its certification
17 under this section. Said annual rental shall be paid in
18 such installments and at such times as the department
19 may fix.
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1 Section 4. The corporation shall make such arrange-
-2 ments that the rate of fare within the said Hyde Park
3 area and the rate of fare to and from any and all parts
4 of said area to and from any and all parts of all other
5 sections or districts served by the Boston Elevated Rail-
-6 way Company shall not exceed the unit rate of fare which
7 the Boston Elevated Railway Company now charges or
8 may hereafter charge on its system: 'provided, however,
9 that nothing herein contained shall prevent the estab-

-10 lishment of uniform and graduated rates of fare over the
11 entire system of, and in all the districts served by, the
12 Boston Elevated Railway Company, and the corporation.

1 Section 5. Any excess of the cost of service for said
2 area over the income thereof as determined as of the first
3 day of February in any year by the department whose
4 decision with respect thereto shall be final, shall forth-
-5 with, upon filing with the treasurer of the city of Boston
6 of a certified copy of such determination, be paid to the
7 corporation, and for this purpose said city is authorized
8 to raise by taxation, in excess of any tax limit imposed
9 by law, the amount of said deficit. The treasurer of the

10 city of Boston shall forthwith make said payment out of
11 the funds of the city.

1 Section 6. The trustees of the Eastern Massachusetts
2 Street Railway Company are hereby authorized and di-
-3 rected to construct a double track on Hyde Park avenue,
4 beginning where the double track now ceases at the junc-
-5 tion of Hyde Park avenue and Metropolitan avenue and
6 running thence to Cleary square. Seven per cent of the
7 cost of the construction of the said double track, as deter-
-8 mined and approved by the depaxdment, shall be paid by
9 the corporation as a yearly rental for the use of the said
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10 double tracks so long as the tracks are operated by the
11 corporation. In addition to said rental as herein fixed
12 there shall yearly be reserved and either paid at the ex-
-13 piration of operation hereunder or expended during the
14 period of operation hereunder upon said new construction
15 in addition to ordinary expenditures for repairs, such
16 amounts as the department shall determine to be ade-
-17 quate to provide for depreciation on said new construction
18 made by the Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway
19 Company.

1 Section 7. At any time before January first, nineteen
2 hundred and twenty-two, the mayor of the city of Boston
3 may, on such terms as he may determine and subject
4 to the provisions of the city charter, authorize the ex-
-5 penditure by the said city of such sum not exceeding
6 thirty thousand dollars as may be certified by the de-

-7 partment to be necessary for sufficient repairs and recon-
-8 struction of the roadbed, tracks, poles, wires, and other
9 appurtenances of all the street railway lines in said area,

10 except those lines included in the provisions of section
11 six of this act, for the purpose of rendering the said lines
12 safe for operation. The said amount shall be paid by the
13 city of Boston and for this purpose the said city is au-
-14 thorized to raise the necessary sum by taxation in excess
15 of any tax limit imposed by law.

1 Section 8. The trustees of the Eastern Massachu-
-2 setts Street Railway Company, if aggrieved by the deter-
-3 mination of the rental of said lines as herein provided by
4 the department, may appeal from such determination to
5 the superior court within thirty days thereafter.

1 Section 9. The city of Boston, acting by the mayor
2 and without other authorization than is herein contained,
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3 is hereby authorized to pay to the corporation the sum
4 of fifty thousand dollars to be known as the reserve
5 fund, which fund shall be used by the corporation to
6 pay the cost of service in said area or district as may
7 from time to time be necessary. Whenever the income
8 of the district is insufficient to meet the cost of service,
9 the reserve fund shall be used as far as necessary to

10 make up such deficiency, and whenever on the other
11 hand such income is more than sufficient to meet the
12 cost of service, the excess shall be transferred to and
13 become a part of the reserve fund. If at any time the
14 reserve fund becomes less than ten thousand dollars, the
15 city of Boston shall, upon certification by the trustees
16 constituting the corporation filed with the treasurer of
17 said city, pay to the corporation a sum sufficient to
18 restore said fund to its original amount. Upon termina-
-19 tion of operation under the provisions of this act, any
20 amount remaining in the reserve fund shall be paid to the
21 city of Boston. The city of Boston is authorized to raise
22 said amount or .amounts by taxation in excess of any
23 tax limit imposed by law.

1 Section 10. In the operation of the said lines in said
2 district and in the employment of the reserve fund there-
-3 for, none of the trustees constituting the corporation
4 shall be personally liable in any event, except in case of
5 actual fraud or bad faith on his part.

1 Section 11, The department shall forthwith and from
2 time to time thereafter, determine what proportion, if
3 any, of the unit fare paid by passengers to and from any
4 part of said district to and from any sections or districts
5 served by the Boston Elevated Railway Company shall be
6 assigned to operations in said district and be taken as a
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7 part of the income of said district; and so far as any
8 property of the Boston Elevated Railway Company is
9 used or other service rendered by it in connection with

10 the operation of the lines in said district, what amount
11 shall be paid to said company therefor.

1 Section 12. Sections one and nine of this act shall
2 take effect upon its passage; the remaining sections
3 thereof shall take effect upon payment of the amount of
4 said reserve fund to the corporation.




