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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO WATER
SUPPLY NEEDS AND RESOURCES AND TO
THE USE OF GREAT PONDS.

The provisions of chapter 49 of the Resolves of the year
1919, entitled “Resolve providing for an Investigation by
the State Department of Health and the Metropolitan
Water and Sewerage Board relative to Water Supply Needs
and Resources and to the Use of Great Ponds,” require the
Department of Public Health and the Metropolitan District
Commission, successors respectively to the department and
board named in the resolve, to investigate, jointly, the
water supply needs of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth
and all matters pertaining to the subject, and to report fully
with plans and estimates of cost to the General Court on
or before the first Wednesday in January in the year 1921,
including in its report drafts of any legislation recommended
by it. The resolve is as follows:

Resolved, That the state department of health and the metropolitan
water and sewerage board, acting jointly, shall forthwith proceed to
investigate the water supply needs of the inhabitants of the common-
wealth, including all questions relating to the quantity of water to be
obtained from available sources, its quality, the best methods of pro-
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tecting the purity of the water, the construction, operation and main-
tenance of works for storing, conveying and purifying the water, the
cost of the same, the damages to property, and all matters pertain-
ing to the subject. The said board shall also consider and report
whether any of the great ponds now used as sources of water supply
might better be devoted to purposes of public recreation, and shall
determine the extent to which boating, fishing or other use of any
such sources may properly be authorized. The said board shall have
power to employ such engineering and other assistance and to incur
such expenses as may be necessary for carrying out the provisions
of this resolve, and shall report fully with plans and estimates to the
general court on or before the first Wednesday in January in the year
nineteen hundred and twenty-(
any legislation recommended by
board shall, from time to time,
for, and shall submit the same
approval, and no expense shall 1
mated and approved.

me, including in its report drafts of
it. Before incurring any expense the
estimate the amount required there-
to the governor and council for their
ie incurred beyond the amount so esti-

On July 25, 1919, the departments mentioned in the re-
solve met jointly and considered the duties imposed upon
them under the provisions of the above resolve. An organi-
zation was effected, and the investigations at once begun
with such force as it was practicable to secure under the
existing circumstances. Following the changes incident to
the consolidation of departments in the latter part of 1919,
a reorganization was effected early in 1920 and the work
continued, but the winter proved a most unfavorable one
and all outside work was discontinued for a period of many
weeks. Following the opening of spring, the investigations
were resumed, and when the full appropriation became avail-
able the remaining important investigations in the field were
undertaken. This work has been carried on as rapidly as
practicable, but is not yet completed; and the satisfactory
conclusion of these investigations and the studies that must
be based thereon will require additional time. The investi-
gations thus far made have disclosed to the Joint Board the
urgent need of provision for additional water supply in a
number of the more important industrial districts of the
State, and have shown unmistakably that new works must
be undertaken at the earliest possible time.

While well aware of the great importance of pushing these
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investigations to completion with the least possible delay,

the extent of the undertaking and the difficulties involved
have made more rapid progress impracticable. In view of
the circumstances, the Joint Board hereby requests an exten-
sion of the time required for carrying out the provisions of
the above resolve, and submits the attached resolve extending
the time to the second Wednesday in January, 1922.

Respectfully submitted

EUGENE R. KELLEY, M.D., Chairman
Commissioner of Public Health
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Commissioner, Metropolitan District Commission
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Resolve relative to the Investigation by the Department
of Public Health and the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion RELATIVE TO WATER SUPPLY NEEDS AND RESOURCES AND
to the Use of Great Ponds.

Resolved, That the time within which the department of public
health and the metropolitan district commission shall present to the
general court the report required by chapter forty-nine of the Resolves
of the year nineteen hundred and nineteen, relative to the water supplyneeds and resources of the commonwealth and to the use of great
ponds, is hereby extended to the second Wednesday in January in the
year nineteen hundred and twenty-two.


