
HOUSE No. 13

Accompanying the petition of W. A. L. Bazeley, Commissioner
Df Conservation, relative to the cutting of timber on certain lands

reforested by the Commonwealth. Conservation. January

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
Relative to the Cutting of Timber on Certain Lands refor-

ested by the Commonwealth.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section ten of chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-two of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “trees” in the thirty-first line
4 the words: planted by the commonwealth; and add-
-5 ing at the end of said section the words: except with
6 the approval of the state forester; so as to read as
7 follows; Section 10. The commissioner, with the
8 advice and consent of the governor and council, for ex-
-9 periment and illustration in forest management and
10 for reforestation as set forth in this section may expend
11 annually such sum as is appropriated by the general
12 court in purchasing lands situated within the common-
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13 wealth and adapted to forest production. Land so
14 acquired shall be under the control and management of
15 the forester, who may, subject to the approval of the
16 governor and council, cut and sell trees, wood and other
17 produce therefrom. The price of such land shall not

18 exceed in any instance five dollars per acre, nor shall
19 more than eighty acres be acquired in any one tract in
20 any one year, except that a greater area may so be ac-
-21 quired if the land purchased directly affects a source or
22 tributary of water supply in any town of the common-

23 wealth. All such lands shall be conveyed to the common-
24 wealth, and no lands shall be paid for nor shall any
25 money be expended in improvements thereon until all
26 instruments of conveyance and the title to be transferred
27 thereby have been approved by the attorney general, and
28 until such instruments have been executed and recorded.
29 For assisting in reforestation a portion, not exceeding
30 twenty per cent of the money authorized to be expended
31 under this section may be used by the forester for the
32 distribution, at not less than cost, of seeds and seedlings

to land owners who are citizens of the commonwealth
under such conditions and restrictions as the forester
subject to the approval of the governor and council may
impose. The owners of land purchased under this sec-
tion, or their heirs and assigns, may repurchase the land
within ten years after the purchase, upon paying the price
originally paid by the commonwealth, with interest at the
rate of four per cent per annum, together with the amount
expended in improvements and maintenance. The com-
missioner, with the approval of the governor and coun-
cil, may execute in behalf of the commonwealth such deeds
of reconveyance as may be necessary: ■provided, that
there shall be included in such deeds a restriction that
trees planted by the commonwealth cut from such prop-
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47 erty shall not be less than eight inches in diameter at

48 the butt, except with the approval of the state forester.

1 Section 2. The owner of any land heretofore repur-
-2 chased under the provisions of said section ten may,
3 with the approval of the state forester, and subject to
4 such conditions and restrictions as the state forester may
5 impose, cut trees on such land, notwithstanding any re-
-6 striction in the deed of reconveyance from the common-
-7 wealth.
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