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AN ACT
Relative to the Support of Inmates of Institutions under

the Supervision of the Department of Mental Diseases.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to delay its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
3 an emergency law necessary for the immediate preserva-
-4 tion of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section eighty-two of chapter five hundred and four of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, as

3 amended by section one of c
4 of the General Acts of the

apter two hundred and eight
year nineteen hundred and
ired and thirty-three of the5 fifteen and chapter one hm

6 acts of the year nineteen
7 hereby further amended by
8 and inserting in place therec

hundred and seventeen, is
striking out the said section
the following: Section
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9 The trustees of the institutions mentioned in section
10 fourteen, and of the Massachusetts school for the feeble-
-11 minded, may, directly or through an authorized agent or
12 agents, make contracts fixing the price for the support
13 of inmates at a sum not less than seven dollars per
14 week, and binding the persons making such contracts to
15 payment thereunder. The price for the support of in-
-16 mates for whose support such a contract is not made, or
17 of inmates, payments for whose support under such con-
-18 tracts are in default, and for insane inmates of the state
19 infirmary and insane inmates of the Bridgewater state
20 hospital, not under orders of a court, shall be determined
21 by the department of mental diseases at a sum not ex-
-22 ceeding seven dollars per week for each person, and may
23 be recovered of such persons or of the husband, wife,
24 father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, child or grand-

25 child if of sufficient ability. A married woman shall be
26 subject to the said liability as though sole. Such action
27 shall be brought by the attorney-general in the name of
28 the treasurer and receiver-general.

29 Any person making payment for such support may by

30 suit in equity in the superior court, to which any or all
1 of the classes of persons hereinbefore named may be

2 made parties, regardless of the existence of the marriage
33 relation, recover the same from any person primarily
34 liable for such support, or have the amount so paid ap-
-35 portioned among those who are not primarily liable, in

36 proportion to their ability, respectively, to pay, and may

'37 recover such apportionment.
-38 Any guardian or conservator of such an inmate who,
39 having property of his ward in his possession or control
40 exceeding two hundred dollars in value, fails to pay

41 within three months after receipt of any bill therefor,

42 for his support at the rate determined by the department
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43 of mental diseases, shall, upon application of the attorney-
-44 general, forthwith be removed.
45 In all proceedings under this section the sworn state-
-46 ment of a person that he is the superintendent of one of
47 said institutions, or keeps or has custody of the records
48 thereof or of the records of the department of mental
49 diseases, and that a certain person has been an inmate of
50 said institution during a certain period of time, or that
51 the price of the support of a certain inmate has been de-
-52 termined at a certain sum by the department of mental
53 diseases, shall be prima facie evidence of the said facts.
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